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November 2016 Newsletter
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS BLAZING STAR POST #1574
17 CANNON AVENUE
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10314
Website.  http://blazingstarvfwpost1574.org/wp

November 2016

	BLAZING STAR POST 1574 CONTACT NUMBERS
Al Porto, Commander - 718-578-1242, albert.porto38@gmail.com
Paul Dietrich, Quartermaster - 718-698-5269, paul@the-dietrichs.com
William Alcock, Adjutant - 718-698-1923



Calendar Events

Calendar of Events for 2016:
	Date
	Event 
	Location 
	Time
	Remarks

	2 November Wednesday
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	

	3 November
	Poppy Distribution
	Staten Island Ferry
	0700-1000
	

	3 November
	Poppy Distribution
	Refinery
	1100-1300
	

	5 November
	Poppy Distribution
	Stop & Shop
	0900-1500
	

	6 November
	Poppy Distribution
	Stop & Shop
	0900-1500
	

	7 November
	VA Medical Screening
	CSI
	
	

	9 November
	St Adalbert's Breakfast
	St Adalbert's School
	0800-1100
	7718-442-2020

	11 November
	Veterans Day Ceremony
	Gold Star Post
	0900-1100
	

	17 November
	Veterans Day Breakfast
	Old Bermuda Inn
	
	

	27 November
	Free Veterans Health Screening
	Jacob Javits Convention Center
	1030-1500
	

	7 December Wednesday
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	



Calendar of Events for 2017:
	Date
	Event 
	Location 
	Time
	Remarks

	4 January
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	

	1 February
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	

	1 March
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	

	5 April
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	

	6 May 
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	3 June
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	1 July
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	5 August 
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	6 September
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	

	4 October
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	

	1 November
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	

	6 December
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	



Membership

1.  Consider Life Membership.  You save money over the long run and eliminate the need to renew yearly.  Below are the membership rates for Life membership and Installment Plan Life Membership.    
Age attained             Payment in Full             Installment Plan Option                             
 on Dec. 31st                       Total:                   Initial Fee:        11 payments of: 
Through Age 30                 $425.00                $45.00                $38.64   
31-40                                  $410.00                $45.00                $37.27   
41-50                                  $375.00                $45.00                $34.09   
51-60                                  $335.00                $45.00                $30.45   
61-70                                  $290.00                $45.00                $26.36   
71-80                                  $225.00                $45.00                $20.45   
81 and over                        $170.00                $45.00                $15.45  

2.  Welcome New Member!  Laura A Scazzafavo 

3.  Dues Renewal Reminder:

	Leunes, Peter
	Current Until
	6/17/2016



Service Officer

1.  Veterans are encouraged to enroll in the VA health care so they are on record should they ever need it.  No cost to apply.  Apply on line at www.va.gov/healtheligibility/vfw or call 1-877-222-8387.

2.  Tri-Care Dental.  Tri-Care dental isn't free.  You must enroll to be covered.  Tri-Care dental web site, www.trdp.org 
Delta Dental Tel #. 888-838-8737.  The Tri-Care number for NY, is 1-877-874-2273.

3.  DD Form 214 website.  http://vetrecs.archives.gov.  If you need assistance, contact the post service officer, Paul Dietrich.   

4.  Survivor Outreach Services. The website has a lot of information for those left behind when a service member or veteran passes. http://www.sos.army.mil/  or  http://www.westpointmwr.com/acs/survivor_outreach_services.html

5.  To someone going through a difficult time, one simple act has the power to make a difference. Reach out to veterans and service members in your life today – let them know they’re not alone. Find out how you can make a difference http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/ThePowerof1.aspx.

6.  NY State Creates Mobile App for Veterans to Access Services.  There's a new mobile app designed to help New York's veterans access state and federal services.  Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced the creation of the application Thursday. It's compatible with Apple and Android products and has help for veterans looking for information on health care, jobs and benefits.  The program also locates the closest state veterans' affairs office.  Cuomo says the app is an example of how technology can be used to improve the delivery of state services and programs.  The program was developed by the state's Division of Veterans' Affairs.

7.  Online Health Care Application.  Providing health care to our Nation’s Veterans is a vital service of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), one that must persistently improve.  Through the MyVA transformation, VA is rebuilding trust with Veterans and the American people; modernizing service delivery; and setting the course for long-term, VA excellence, all 
while continuing to expand access to high-quality care.  Through improvement efforts, many of the steps Veterans must take to receive health care were reviewed and found that enhancements were necessary in the initial application to better the Veteran experience by removing barriers that hinder access.  The VA will soon launch a new online health care application onwww.vets.gov.  Previously, Veterans could apply for health care online, but the user experience was often frustrating. Beginning June 30, 2016, Veterans applying for health care will be directed to the health care application on www.vets.gov.  Veterans and other stakeholders will still have access to VA Form 10-10EZ, which was originally 

available through the Veterans On-line Application; however, going forward, those applying for health care eligibility will use the online application or call 877-222-VETS (8387). Please take a moment to review the new online form, and, as of June 30, 2016, begin referring Veterans interested in applying for health care eligibility to the new site.  To learn more about applying for health benefits, please visit VA’s Health Benefits webpage.

8.  On November 7th at the College of Staten Island Bldg 1C, the VA will have the VA Mobile Medical Unit and Vet Center Mobile Van to conduct Medical Screenings and Free flu shots.  

Employment and Education

1.  Looking for a job? Need quality employees? USE VETJOBS!  www.vetjobs.com

2.  Vets looking for jobs, the website:  100000jobsmission.com.  Go there to apply and search for available jobs specifically held for veterans.  

3.  Employment Opportunties
Metro One LPSG 
CUSTOMER SERVICE & SAFETY AGENTS SECURITY OFFICERS
Provide Safety and customer service for our New York luxury retail clients. Positions are available throughout the five boroughs. Pay rates from $11-$20 based on qualifications.
OPEN HOUSE M-F 9-5 WED UNTIL 7PM
90 John St Rm 401 NY, NY  (212-962-3184)
850 Bronx River Rd Ste 103 Bronxville  (718-652-6481)
& 116-16 Queens Blvd Forest Hills (646-485-8095)
 
Field Sales Representatives 
Up to $20/Hour + Bonuses!
Slomin's Inc. is seeking Field Sales Reps on LI. Immediate Openings! Sign-on Bonus: $1000! Strong communication & presentation skills. Must be reliable, motivated & comfortable working on a team. Educate prospective clients on products / services & secure sales. No prior sales exp. req. Work 40 hrs/wk incl. wknds and eves; earn up to $20/hr + bonuses. Must pass background check & drug test. Benefits incl. Medical, Dental, Vision, FSA, 401(k), Life Ins. & more. Send your resume to ffior@slomins.com 
or call 516-861-4072 today!
 
DRIVERS - Excellent salary + 
commission structure + gratuity, cash each shift. Drive VIP type 
clients. Will train. Car/Limo Service 
Call 212-465-2549 or 201-688-5093
 
Inspector/Ass’t Manager Wanted
Property Mngmt Company looking for an inspector for several 
Subsidized Housing complexes in Brooklyn. Must have experience in electrical, plumbing & lock repairs. 
Certifications a plus. Bilingual. 
Salary based on exp. 
Fax Resume to 516-466-0643

BIG BUS DRIVERS WANTED
CDL BOE. 5 boros. Retirees Welcome!
Hiring Now!!! Union/Benefits 
Call 718-257-5555 x1 or Email: happychild1@verizon.net 
 

CONSTRUCTION  EQUIPMENT OPERATORS FOR SNOW REMOVAL Experienced Only!
P/L, BOBCAT Operators/ Mechanics/Supervisors
JFK ,LGA, & EWR AIRPORTS
Work Storm hours only, 
Time and a half after 40 hours. 
Clean Criminal Background.
SNOWLIFT 516-239-2123
 
FOREMEN -  with 5-10 yrs experience with structural steel needed for immediate hire for a Construction Company.  Must be able to manage a crew of up to 20 people efficiently in stressful environments. Must be able to read & understand blueprints. *Req'd: 10-hour OSHA and 4-hour Scaffolding certificates. Exp. 
Foremen start @ $35/hr and up
Call: 718-331-5464

Licensed/ Certified Welders & ExPerienced Ironworkers who know how to handle structural steel needed for immediate hire at a mid-sized Structural Steel/ Miscellaneous Metals Construction Company. 
All welders must have either a NYS DOT/National AWS welding certification or a NYC DOB Welding license.  Ironworkers must have experience with connecting, bolting, decking and stair layout. All applicants must have the 10-hour OSHA and 
4-hour Scaffolding certifications. 
Guaranteed long term employment 
for qualified candidates. 
Exp. welders start @ $30/hr+ & 
IWs @ $25/hr+ Call: 718-331-5465 


Bottom of Form
General

1.  Staten Island University Hospital's Military Appreciation Program.  This program entitles active duty members and veterans free parking 12 times per year at the SIUH parking lot.  Call 718-226-4325 for an application.

2.  The Defense POW/MIA Office announced the identification of remains belonging to the following personnel.  Returned 
home are:
· Navy Seaman 2nd Class Rudolph V. Piskuran, 19, On Dec. 7, 1941, Piskuran was assigned to the USS
 Oklahoma, which capsized after sustaining multiple torpedo hits as it was moored off Ford Island in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
· Army Sgt. 1st Class James P. Shunney, 19, In early November 1950, Shunney was a member of Company I, 
3rd Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division, when his unit was forced into a fighting withdrawal from their position near Unsan, North Korea. Shunney was declared missing in action on Nov. 2, 1950.
· Navy Fireman 3rd Class Edwin C. Hopkins, 19, On Dec. 7, 1941, Hopkins was assigned to the USS Oklahoma, 
which capsized after sustaining multiple torpedo hits as it was moored off Ford Island in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.  
· Army Cpl. Milton T. Bullis, 21, In late November 1950, Bullis was a member of Medical Company, 9th Infantry
Regiment, 2nd Infantry Division that was fighting a delaying action against Chinese forces near Kunu-ri, North Korea. He would be declared missing in action on Dec. 1, 1950.
· Army Pfc. William W. Cowan was a member of Company M, 3rd Battalion, 38th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry
 Division, when he was reported missing in action on Feb. 12, 1951, after his unit attacked an enemy road block near Hoengsong, South Korea. It would be later learned he had been captured but died in captivity in a POW camp in North Korea.
· Marine Field Music 1st Class Warren G. Nelson was assigned to Company E, 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines, 2nd
 Marine Division, which landed against stiff enemy resistance on the small island of Betio in the Tarawa Atoll of the Gilbert Islands. Nelson died on the first day of battle, Nov. 20, 1943. 
 had been missing in action since World War II. Returning home for burial with full military honors are:
· Navy Seaman 2nd Class James N. Phipps, 24, On Dec. 7, 1941, Phipps was assigned to the USS Oklahoma, 
which capsized after sustaining multiple torpedo hits as it was moored off Ford Island in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.  
· Pfc. James S. Smith, 19, In November 1943, Smith was assigned to Company C, 2nd Amphibious Tractor

Battalion, 2nd Marine Division, which landed against stiff Japanese resistance on the small island of Betio in the Tarawa Atoll of the Gilbert Islands. Smith died sometime on the first day of battle, Nov. 20, 1943..
· Army Air Forces 1st Lt. Donald L. Beals, 22, On April 17, 1945, Beals was piloting a P-47D Thunderbolt on an
 armed reconnaissance mission when he was shot down by antiaircraft fire near Dresden, Germany. He was assigned to the 494th Fighter Squadron, 48th Fighter Group, 9th Air Force.
· Navy Fireman 3rd Class John H. Lindsley, 22, On Dec. 7, 1941, Lindsley was assigned to the USS Oklahoma,
 which capsized after sustaining multiple torpedo hits as it was moored off Ford Island in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii..
· Army Cpl. Melvin R. Hill was one of 2,500 U.S. and 700 Republic of Korea soldiers assembled into the 31st 
Regimental Combat Team on the east side of the Chosin River, when they were attacked and forced into a fighting withdrawal in late November 1950. By Dec. 6, 1950, approximately 1,500 wounded soldiers were evacuated, and the remaining had been either captured or killed. Hill was reported missing in action as a result of the battles. 
· Navy Seaman 1st Class William E. Welch, 18, On Dec. 7, 1941, Welch was assigned to the USS Oklahoma,
 which capsized after sustaining multiple torpedo hits as it was moored off Ford Island in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.. 
· Army Cpl. Joseph Trepasso, 20, In late November 1950, Trepasso was a member of Company L, 3rd Battalion,
 31st Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division, which was deployed on the east side of the Chosin Reservoir in North Korea. He would be declared missing in action on Dec. 12, 1950.
· Army Pfc. Lavern C. Ullmer, was a member of Company B, 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment, 2nd Infantry
 Division, when he was reported missing in action on Nov. 30, 1950, in the vicinity of Kunu-ri, North Korea. It would be later learned he had been captured but died in a POW camp on Jan. 21, 1951.
· Army Sgt. James E. Martin, 22, In late November 1950, Martin was a member of Company I, 3rd Battalion, 31st
 Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division, which was deployed east of the Chosin Reservoir in North Korea. He would be declared missing in action on Dec. 3, 1950. 
· Army Cpl. Donald E. Matney, 18, On July 20, 1950, Matney was a member of Company H, 2nd Battalion, 19th
 Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Division, when his unit attempted to delay the enemy from capturing a town near Taejon, South Korea. 
· Army Maj. Jack D. Griffiths, Headquarters, 38th Field Artillery Battalion, 2nd Infantry Division, when he was
reported missing in action on Nov. 30, 1950, in the vicinity of Somin-dong, North Korea. It would be later learned he had been captured but died in a POW camp

3.  The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency is seeking the public’s help to find and encourage more MIA families to donate a DNA sample to help speed the identification process of recovered remains. Currently, 89 percent of the Korean War’s 7,800 MIAs have a family reference sample on file, 84 percent for the Cold War’s 126 MIAs, and 81 percent of the Vietnam War’s 1,600 missing. But for World War II, it’s a dismal 4 percent of the 73,500 who are still missing. Each military service and the State Department has a service casualty office that can explain how to donate.
 
	Army: 800-892-2490
	Navy: 800-443-9298
	State Department: 202-485-6106

	Marine Corps: 800-847-1597
	Air Force: 800-531-5501
	



4.  Free parking for veterans at Richmond County Medical Center.  Veterans can park for free in the visitors parking lot where tokens are required.  Stop at the main reception desk or security post, show proof you are a veteran (drivers license with vet on it, retired ID card, VA card or similar) and they will give you a free token for the parking lot.  Get it on the way in as the reception/info desk is not manned all night.  Use the token to exit the lot.  Saves you $4 per visit.

5.  VFW essay contest themes for 2016-2017 are as follows:  
Voice of Democracy - “MY RESPONSIBILITY TO AMERICA”  
Patriot’s Pen - “THE AMERICA I BELIEVE IN”
The student entry deadline for 2016-2017 will be November 1, 2016 for both contests.

6.  Donations needed for deployed unit care packages such as coffee, small health and beauty items, nuts, dried fruit, hard candy etc.  1LT Daisy Chambers or SFC Jenna Polk, 691st FST, AOB-South/Camp Brown, APO AE 09355



7.  Paul Dietrich has a calling system set up so we can call out all the members we have phones for.  We will conduct a test to see if they get message.  

8.  Members you earned your right to vote, be sure that you take advantage of this right on election day.  For those veterans here on Staten Island if you need a ride to the voting places call Paul Dietrich at 718-698-5269 and he will see if we can get you to a voting place.  If there are any members who would like to assist in this effort contact Paul. 

9.  Welcome the USS Iwo Jima to New York City for Veterans Day. While the ship is in town, the US Navy is offering friends and partners in the area opportunities to come aboard for tours.  Tours will last approx. 30-40 minutes and can accommodate a maximum of 25 participants per group. If your organization is interested, please fill out the attached tour request sheet and e-mail completed forms to: cody.rogers@lhd7.navy.mil by Nov. 2, 2015.

Tour locations: Manhattan, Pier 88S     
Dates Available: Nov. 10 - 13, 2015             
Times Available: November 10th (4 p.m. - 5 p.m.) November 11th-13th (9 a.m.- 4 p.m.). Excluding the 10th, all tours will run every 15 minutes starting at 9 a.m.

You will receive a confirmation e-mail once your tour date/time is scheduled. Please let me know if you have any questions. We look forward to seeing you!

Sincerely,
LCDR Lauren Cole
Deputy Director
Navy Office of Information East
805 3rd Ave, 9th Floor
New York, NY  10022



Items of Interest

Rules for Non-Military Personnel in Preparation for Veterans Day 

Dear Civilians, 

1) The next time you see an adult talking (or wearing a hat) during the playing of the National Anthem ... kick their ass. 

2) When you witness firsthand someone burning the American Flag in protest... kick their ass. 

3) Regardless of the rank they held while they served, pay the highest amount of respect to all veterans. If you see anyone doing otherwise, quietly pull them aside and explain how these Veterans fought for the very freedom they bask in every second. Enlighten them on the many sacrifices these Veterans made to make this Nation great. Then hold them down while a Disabled Veteran kicks their ass. 

4) (GUYS) If you were never in the military, DO NOT pretend that you were.   Wearing battle dress uniforms (BDUs), telling others that you used to be "Special Forces," and collecting GI Joe memorabilia, might have been okay if you were still seven. Now, it will only make you look stupid and get your ass kicked. 

5) Next time you come across an Air Force member, do not ask them, "Do you fly a jet?" Not everyone in the Air Force is a pilot. Such ignorance deserves an ass kicking (children are exempt). 

6) If you witness someone calling the U.S. Coast Guard non military, inform them of their mistake...and kick their ass. 

7) Roseanne Barr's singing of the National Anthem is not a blooper...it was a disgrace and disrespectful. Laugh, and sooner or later your ass will be kicked. 

8) Next time Old Glory (U.S. flag) prances by during a parade, get on your damn feet and pay homage to her by placing your hand over your heart. Quietly thank the military member or veteran lucky enough to be carrying her...of course, failure to do either of those could earn you a severe ass kicking. 

9) What Jane Fonda did during the Vietnam War makes her the enemy. The proper word to describe her is "traitor." Just mention her nomination for "Woman of the Year" and get your ass kicked. 

10) Don't try to discuss politics with a military member or a veteran. We are Americans and we all bleed the same regardless of our party affiliation. Our Chain of Command, is to include our commander in Chief. The President (for those who didn't know) is our CIC 

regardless of political party. We have no inside track on what happens inside those big important buildings where all those  "representatives" meet. All we know is that when those civilian representatives screw up the situation, they call upon the military to go straighten it out. The military member might direct you to Oliver North (I can see him kicking your ass already). 

11) "Your mama wears combat boots" never made sense to me ... stop saying it! If she did, she would most likely be a vet and probably kick your ass! 

12) Flyboy (Air Force), Jar Head (Marines), Grunt (Army), Squid (Navy) etc, are terms of endearment we use describing each other. Unless you are a service member or vet, you have not earned the right to use them. Could get your ass kicked. 

13) Last but not least, whether or not you become a member of the military, support our troops and their families. Every Thanksgiving and religious holiday that you enjoy with family and friends please remember that there are, literally, thousands of sailors and troops far from home wishing they could be with their families. Thank God for our military and the sacrifices they make every day. Without them, our country would get its ass kicked. 

"It is the soldier, not the reporter who has given us the freedom of the press. It is the soldier, not the poet, who has given us the freedom of speech. It is the soldier, not the campus organizer, who gives us the freedom to demonstrate. It is the soldier who salutes the flag, who serves beneath the flag, and whose coffin is draped by the flag, who allows the protester to burn the flag." 
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