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Benjamin Cirigliano, 91 Decorated WWII veteran saw fierce action in South Pacific Benjamin Cirigliano was born on Staten Island and proudly lived his entire life there. He passed away peacefully at home on Father's Day, Sunday, June 19, 2016, with his family at his side. Benjamin was a proud U.S. Marine veteran. He joined the Marines at 17 with his mother Nancy's written permission. He saw action at Tarawa, his first combat experience on Betio Island with the 2nd Marine Division. The next time Benjamin saw action was in Saipan. He was wounded twice in Saipan. He participated in the seizure of Iwo Jima with the 4th Marine Division. Benjamin was awarded the Bronze Star and three Purple Hearts for wounds sustained in action, among other prestigious awards. He was honorably discharged from the U.S. Marines in November 1945. Benjamin attended McKee Vocational High School.  He married Frances Mauro after the war and remained married for 69 years. He was a carpenter by trade.  His passion was to fly airplanes; he enjoyed the freedom of being in the sky. He enjoyed nature and was an avid fisherman and hunter. He was an active member of the Marine Corps League, Veterans of Foreign Wars Blazing Star Post 1574 and American Legion Gold Star Post No. 1365. Benjamin is survived by his loving wife, Frances; his son, Anthony Cirigliano and wife Esther of Staten Island; and his daughters, Josephine Cirigliano of Scotch Plains, N.J., Frances and her husband, Kevin Connors, Nancy and her husband, Frank Panarese, of Westfield, N.J. He was an attentive and loving grandfather to 12 grandchildren and eight great- grandchildren. Benjamin's extended family was large and included many nieces, nephews and cousins. He is survived by his sister, Marie Cerullo of Holmdel, N.J. He was predeceased by his parents, Nancy and Anthony, and his siblings, Anne, Phyllis, Michael, Joseph and James. 







Calendar Events

Calendar of Events for 2016:

	Date
	Event 
	Location 
	Time
	Remarks

	6 August Saturday
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	

	7 September
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	

	5 October
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	

	2 November
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	

	7 December
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
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Membership

1.  Consider Life Membership.  You save money over the long run and eliminate the need to renew yearly.  Below are the membership rates for Life membership and Installment Plan Life Membership.    
Age attained             Payment in Full             Installment Plan Option                             
 on Dec. 31st                       Total:                   Initial Fee:        11 payments of: 
Through Age 30                 $425.00                $45.00                $38.64   
31-40                                  $410.00                $45.00                $37.27   
41-50                                  $375.00                $45.00                $34.09   
51-60                                  $335.00                $45.00                $30.45   
61-70                                  $290.00                $45.00                $26.36   
71-80                                  $225.00                $45.00                $20.45   
81 and over                        $170.00                $45.00                $15.45  

2.  I am pleased to announce that your post, Blazing Star Post 1574 was recognized by VFW National Headquarters as an ALL AMERICAN post.  This is a big honor and reflects on the efforts of all members and the leadership of your post.  In the entire state of New York where there are more than 400 posts, there are only four posts recognized as ALL AMERICAN this year.  If you have a fellow veteran who is not a member, please bring them to the meeting or ask them if they would like to join in the activities of our post supporting veterans and service members.  Thanking all of you for your service to our country and your continued service to our veterans.

3.  Dues Renewal Reminder:
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	Leunes, Peter
	Current Until
	6/17/2016



Service Officer

1.  Veterans are encouraged to enroll in the VA health care so they are on record should they ever need it.  No cost to apply.  Apply on line at www.va.gov/healtheligibility/vfw or call 1-877-222-8387.

2.  Tri-Care Dental.  Tri-Care dental isn't free.  You must enroll to be covered.  Tri-Care dental web site, www.trdp.org 
Delta Dental Tel #. 888-838-8737.  The Tri-Care number for NY, is 1-877-874-2273.

3.  DD Form 214 website.  http://vetrecs.archives.gov.  If you need assistance, contact the post service officer, Paul Dietrich.   

4.  Survivor Outreach Services. The website has a lot of information for those left behind when a service member or veteran passes. http://www.sos.army.mil/  or  http://www.westpointmwr.com/acs/survivor_outreach_services.html

5.  To someone going through a difficult time, one simple act has the power to make a difference. Reach out to veterans and service members in your life today – let them know they’re not alone. Find out how you can make a difference http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/ThePowerof1.aspx.

6.  NY State Creates Mobile App for Veterans to Access Services.  There's a new mobile app designed to help New York's veterans access state and federal services.  Gov. Andrew Cuomo announced the creation of the application Thursday. It's compatible with Apple and Android products and has help for veterans looking for information on health care, jobs and benefits.  The program also locates the closest state veterans' affairs office.  Cuomo says the app is an example of how technology can be used to improve the delivery of state services and programs.  The program was developed by the state's Division of Veterans' Affairs.

7.  Four new agent orange conditions are being considered for agent orange eligibility.  As of yet these are not approved but under consideration:  Bladder cancer, hypothyroidism, parkinson disease and high blood pressure.  These are under consideration but as of this time, no definitive answers if they will be included as presumptive.  On a more positive note all VA patients suffering from hepatitis C are now eligible to receive care and medication to treat the virus.  This will be a major expansion of the treatment of Hep C patients from only those patients in the most advanced states of the illness to all with Hep C. 

8.  Online Health Care Application.  Providing health care to our Nation’s Veterans is a vital service of the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), one that must persistently improve.  Through the MyVA transformation, VA is rebuilding trust with Veterans and the American people; modernizing service delivery; and setting the course for long-term, VA excellence, all 
while continuing to expand access to high-quality care.  Through improvement efforts, many of the steps Veterans must take to receive health care were reviewed and found that enhancements were necessary in the initial application to better the Veteran experience by removing barriers that hinder access.  The VA will soon launch a new online health care application onwww.vets.gov.  Previously, Veterans could apply for health care online, but the user experience was often frustrating. Beginning June 30, 2016, Veterans applying for health care will be directed to the health care application on www.vets.gov.  Veterans and other stakeholders will still have access to VA Form 10-10EZ, which was originally available through the Veterans On-line Application; however, going forward, those applying for health care eligibility will use the online application or call 877-222-VETS (8387). Please take a moment to review the new online form, and, as of June 30, 2016, begin referring Veterans interested in applying for health care eligibility to the new site.  To learn more about applying for health benefits, please visit VA’s Health Benefits webpage.


Employment and Education

1.  Looking for a job? Need quality employees? USE VETJOBS!  www.vetjobs.com

2.  Vets looking for jobs, the website:  100000jobsmission.com.  Go there to apply and search for available jobs specifically held for veterans.  

3.  New initiative called the We can't wait program plan helps ex GIs get civilian credentials/licenses for skills learned in the military. For info: http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/docs/veterans_report_5-31-2012.pdf

Bottom of Form
General

1.  Staten Island University Hospital's Military Appreciation Program.  This program entitles active duty members and veterans free parking 12 times per year at the SIUH parking lot.  Call 718-226-4325 for an application.

2.  The Defense POW/MIA Office announced the identification of remains belonging to the following personnel.  Returned 
home are:
· Army Sgt. Harold Sparks, 21, In early November 1950, Sparks was assigned to Company L, 3rd Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division, which was deployed near Unsan, North Korea, when enemy forces compelled the unit to withdraw. Sparks would be declared missing in action.  
· Marine Pfc. John F. Prince, 19, In November 1943, Prince was assigned to Company F, 2nd Battalion, 8th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, which landed against stiff Japanese resistance on the small island of Betio in the Tarawa Atoll of the Gilbert Islands. Prince reportedly died on the first day of the battle, Nov. 20, 1943.
· Army Cpl. George G. Simmons, 27, On Dec. 8, 1941, Simmons was assigned to Battery H, 60th Coast Artillery Regiment on the Philippine Island of Corregidor when the Japanese invaded. After the fall of Corregidor, it would be later learned Simmons had died in captivity on Nov. 19, 1942.
· Navy Ensign Joseph P. Hittorff Jr., 25, and Navy Ensign Lewis B. Pride Jr., 23, were stationed aboard the battleship USS Oklahoma, which was moored off Ford Island in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, when the ship capsized after sustaining multiple torpedo hits on Dec. 7, 1941. 
· Army Sgt. Bailey Keeton, 20, In late November 1950, Keeton was assigned to Company D, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division, which was deployed east of the Chosin River in North Korea, when they were attacked by an overwhelming number of Chinese forces. He was reported as missing in action.
· Army Air Forces Pvt. Evans E. Overbey, In December 1941, he was assigned to the 93rd Bombardment Squadron, 19th Bombardment Group at Clark Field in the Philippines, when the Japanese attacked. It would be later learned he died in captivity on Nov. 19, 1942.
· Air Force Col. Patrick H. Wood, 36, On Feb. 6, 1967, then-Major Wood was piloting an HH-3E Jolly Green Giant on a search and rescue mission near the Mu Gia Pass in North Vietnam when it was shot down, killing three of the four-man crew. He was assigned to Det. 5, 38th Aerospace Rescue and Recovery Squadron. 
· Army Sgt. 1st Class Alan L. Boyer, 22, On March 28, 1968, Boyer was a member of an 11-man reconnaissance team on a classified mission inside Laos when they were attacked by enemy forces and requested emergency extraction. The Air Force CH-3 extraction helicopter came under heavy fire, and after recovering seven team members, began pulling away. Boyer was reportedly climbing the rope ladder when it broke. A search team was inserted into the area four days later but found no evidence of Boyer or the three other team members..
· Marine Pvt. Palmer S. Haraldson, 31, In November 1943, Haraldson was assigned to Company C, 1st Battalion, 6th Marines, 2nd Marine Division, which landed against stiff Japanese resistance on the small island of Betio in the Tarawa Atoll of the Gilbert Islands. Haraldson reportedly died on the third day of the battle, Nov. 22, 1943.
· Army Master Sgt. Richard Davis, 30, In early November 1950, Davis was a member of Company K, 3rd Battalion, 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Division, deployed near Unsan, North Korea, when it was engaged by an overwhelming number of Chinese forces. Davis was reported missing in action as a result of the battle.
· Army Cpl. Charles B. Crofts, In late November 1950, Crofts was a member of Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 32nd Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division, deployed east of the Chosin Reservoir in North Korea when it was engaged by an overwhelming number of Chinese forces. Crofts was reported missing in action.
· Army Cpl. Frederick G. Collins Jr. died in a Japanese POW camp in the Philippines on Nov. 19, 1942. He was assigned to the 263rd Quartermaster Company.  
· Marine Pfc. Roland E. Schaede, 22, In November 1943, Schaede was assigned to Company M, 3rd Battalion, 8th Marines, 2nd Marine Division, which landed against stiff Japanese resistance on the small island of Betio in the Tarawa Atoll of the Gilbert Islands. Schaede reportedly died on the first day of the battle, Nov. 20, 1943. 
· Army Pfc. William R. Butz, died fighting in North Korea on Dec. 12, 1950. He was assigned to Company K, 3rd Battalion, 31st Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division. 
· Army Sgt. Harold L. Curtis, died fighting in North Korea on Dec. 12, 1950. He was assigned to Company I, 3rd Battalion, 31st Infantry Regiment, 7th Infantry Division. 
· Army Cpl. George P. Grifford, 18, On Nov. 30, 1950, Grifford was a member of the 37th Field Artillery Battalion, 2nd Infantry Division, when his unit was attacked by enemy forces near Kunu-ri, North Korea. It would be later learned he died as a prisoner of war on Feb. 6, 1951. Read more.
· Marine Pfc. James F. Mansfield, 19, was assigned to Company K, 3rd Battalion, 8th Marines, 2nd Marine Division, which landed against stiff Japanese resistance on the small island of Betio in the Tarawa Atoll of the Gilbert Islands. He reportedly died on the first day of the battle, Nov. 20, 1943. 
· Marine Pvt. Harry K. Tye, 20, was assigned to Company E, 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines, 2nd Marine Division, which landed against stiff Japanese resistance on the small island of Betio in the Tarawa Atoll of the Gilbert Islands. He reportedly died on the first day of the battle, Nov. 20, 1943. 
· Army Air Forces Flight Officer Judson B. Baskett, 26, went missing on Nov. 28, 1946, while piloting a C-47B Dakota aircraft with two other crewmen over Malaysia. He was assigned to the 1305th Army Air Base Unit. 
· Navy Fire Controlman 1st Class Paul A. Nash, 26, On Dec. 7, 1941, Nash was assigned to the USS Oklahoma, which suffered multiple torpedo hits as it was moored off Ford Island in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.
· Army Chief Warrant Officer Adolphus Nava, was declared missing in action on Nov. 30, 1950, while fighting in North Korea. It would be later learned he had been captured but died in a POW camp on May 31, 1951. He was assigned to Battery B, 38th Field Artillery Battalion, 2nd Infantry Division. 

3.  The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency is seeking the public’s help to find and encourage more MIA families to donate a DNA sample to help speed the identification process of recovered remains. Currently, 89 percent of the Korean War’s 7,800 MIAs have a family reference sample on file, 84 percent for the Cold War’s 126 MIAs, and 81 percent of the Vietnam War’s 1,600 missing. But for World War II, it’s a dismal 4 percent of the 73,500 who are still missing. Each military service and the State Department has a service casualty office that can explain how to donate.
 
	Army: 800-892-2490
	Navy: 800-443-9298
	State Department: 202-485-6106

	Marine Corps: 800-847-1597
	Air Force: 800-531-5501
	






4.  Free parking for veterans at Richmond County Medical Center.  Veterans can park for free in the visitors parking lot where tokens are required.  Stop at the main reception desk or security post, show proof you are a veteran (drivers license with vet on it, retired ID card, VA card or similar) and they will give you a free token for the parking lot.  Get it on the way in as the reception/info desk is not manned all night.  Use the token to exit the lot.  Saves you $4 per visit.

6.  VFW essay contest themes for 2016-2017 are as follows:  Voice of Democracy - “MY RESPONSIBILITY TO AMERICA”  Patriot’s Pen - “THE AMERICA I BELIEVE IN”
The student entry deadline for 2016-2017 will be November 1, 2016 for both contests.

9.  The Korean War Veterans Memorial wall of Remembrance act of 2015 will require the names of those 36,574 Americans killed in Korea from 1950-53 to be added on a wall of remembrance.  The wall will be built with private funds for that purpose.  Contact Senator Schemer at 518-431-4070 to urge him to push for further action in the senate.  (HR 1475)



Items of Interest

Value of a (Navy) Chief
 
Thinking out of the box...no pun intended...

You don't have to be an engineer to appreciate this story.
 
A toothpaste factory had a problem.  They sometimes shipped empty boxes without the tube inside.  This challenged their perceived quality with the buyers and distributors.  Understanding how important the relationship with them was, the CEO of the company assembled his top people.  They decided to hire an external engineering company to solve their empty boxes problem.  The project followed the usual process:  budget and project sponsor allocated, RFP, and third-parties selected.  Six months (and $8 million) later they had a fantastic solution - on time, on budget, and high quality.  Everyone in the project was pleased.
 
They solved the problem by using a high-tech precision scale that would sound a bell and flash lights whenever a toothpaste box weighed less than it should.  The line would stop someone would walk over, remove the defective box, and then press another button to re-start the line.  As a result of the new package monitoring process, no empty boxes were being shipped out of the factory.
 
With no more customer complaints, the CEO felt the $8 million was well spent.  He then reviewed the line statistics report and discovered the number of empty boxes picked up by the scale in the first week was consistent with projections, however, the next three weeks were zero!  The estimated rate should have been at least a dozen boxes a day.  He had the engineers check the equipment and they verified the report as accurate.
 
Puzzled, the CEO traveled down to the factory, viewed the part of the line where the precision scale was installed, and observed just ahead of the new $8 million dollar solution sat a $20 desk fan blowing the empty boxes off the belt and into a bin.  He asked the line supervisor what that was about.
 
 "Oh, that," the supervisor replied, "Gary, the retired Navy Chief, in charge of maintenance, put it there because he was tired of walking over every time the bell rang.
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