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	BLAZING STAR POST 1574 CONTACT NUMBERS
Al Porto, Commander - 718-578-1242, albert.porto38@gmail.com
Paul Dietrich, Quartermaster - 718-698-5269, paul@the-dietrichs.com
William Alcock, Adjutant - 718-698-1923



Calendar Events

Calendar of Events for 2017:
	Date
	Event 
	Location 
	Time
	Remarks

	7 June
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	

	19 June
	CSI Blood Drive
	Green Dolphin Room
	0930-1530
	

	1 July
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	5 August 
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	9 September
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	7 October
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	4 November
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	2 December
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday
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Membership

1.  Consider Life Membership.  You save money over the long run and eliminate the need to renew yearly.  Below are the membership rates for Life membership and Installment Plan Life Membership.    
Age on 31 Dec             Payment in Full             Installment Plan Option                             
                                            Total:                   Initial Fee:        11 payments of: 
Through Age 30                 $425.00                $45.00                $38.64   
31-40                                  $410.00                $45.00                $37.27   
41-50                                  $375.00                $45.00                $34.09   
51-60                                  $335.00                $45.00                $30.45   
61-70                                  $290.00                $45.00                $26.36   
71-80                                  $225.00                $45.00                $20.45   
81 and over                        $170.00                $45.00                $15.45  

2.  Dues Renewal Reminder:

	Krigel, Adam C
	Current Until
	6/26/2017
	24

	Robinson, James A
	Current Until
	6/6/2017
	4

	Ruggiero, Blenda C
	UnPaid
	3/17/2017
	EXPIRED

	
	
	
	



Service Officer

1.  Veterans are encouraged to enroll in the VA health care so they are on record should they ever need it.  No cost to apply.  Apply on line at www.va.gov/healtheligibility/vfw or call 1-877-222-8387.

2.  Tri-Care Dental.  Tri-Care dental isn't free.  You must enroll to be covered.  Tri-Care dental web site, www.trdp.org 
Delta Dental Tel #. 888-838-8737.  The Tri-Care number for NY, is 1-877-874-2273.

3.  DD Form 214 website.  http://vetrecs.archives.gov.  If you need assistance, contact the post service officer, Doug Encarcion.   

4.  Survivor Outreach Services. The website has a lot of information for those left behind when a service member or veteran passes. http://www.sos.army.mil/  or  http://www.westpointmwr.com/acs/survivor_outreach_services.html

5.  To someone going through a difficult time, one simple act has the power to make a difference. Reach out to veterans and service members in your life today – http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/ThePowerof1.aspx.

6.  Online Health Care Application.  www.vets.gov.  or call 877-222-VETS (8387). 

7.  Veterans Representative on Staten Island.  Matthew Basile, Borough Hall, Room G-15 and at CSI Campus Center, Room 216. (646) 799-2743 or emailing mbasile@veterans.nyc.gov.  Also at NYC Department of Veterans' Services
1 Centre Street, Suite 2208, New York, NY 10007, DVS General Phone: (212) 416-5250

8.  Vets.gov Connects Veterans to Services.  

9.  Marlene Roll,  Assistant VSO, Veterans of Foreign Wars Office days: Tuesday – Fridays, Ph: 716.857.3348, Fax: 716.857.3484 http://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/32858/myva311-one-number-call-reach-va/   Please be advised that this email address is not checked on a daily basis.  If you need immediate response, please call 716.857.3403.

10.  The Telemental Health Program at the Steven A. Cohen Military Family Clinic at NYU Langone Medical Center treats military veterans and family members who are unable to regularly commute to therapy sessions.  Services are provided via computer or tablet and can be done in the privacy of one’s own home. Our unique model offers a “hybrid” service of in-person and remote sessions for those within a 1-2-hour drive of Manhattan, and “pure” remote service for those farther from the metropolitan area. Log in to the secure portal, and let the healing begin.  All the person needs to qualify is: 
1. A steady internet connection
1. A computer, laptop or tablet equipped with a webcam, microphone and speakers
1. A quiet, private, well-lit location for sessions
Telemental Health is an innovative and simple approach to providing high quality care for which the MFC is known. Services include medication management, psychiatric evaluations, psychological assessments, and neurocognitive rehabilitation. We also offer individual and couples therapy, as well as parenting training for service members with young families.  Our experienced treatment team addresses a broad range of concerns, including: 
· Depression         
· Anxiety                                
· Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)   
· mTBI (mild traumatic brain injury)            
· ADHD    
· Stress    
· Grief and loss    
· Relationship and family conflict                                 
· Military sexual trauma (MST)
For more information on inclusion criteria and services, please contact: 
Priscilla Noulas, PsyD, Licensed Clinical Psychologist Ph: 646-754-7258  Fax: 646-754-4770
11.  The following web site is the medical providers close to your house who have accepted the VA Choice program and are registered to do so.  Quite a few here on SI.  It gives a map where you can see them in relation to where you live or work.  You can also get contact information to reach out to them.  https://www.va.gov/opa/apps/locator/     
12.  The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced that it will be sending new Medicare Cards to
more than 57 million enrollees over the next two years.  With the passage of the Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act (MACRA) of 2015 CMS is required to replace all cards that currently use a recipient’s Social Security Number with one that uses a new Medicare Beneficiary Identifier (MBI).  This change was mandated by Congress to help protect citizens from identity theft and fraud.  With these new security measures comes an opportunity for scammers to take advantage of unsuspecting Medicare recipients.  If you are currently receiving or plan to enroll in Medicare over the next 18 months, be particularly cautious if someone comes to your door or calls you and claims to represent Medicare. The best practice is to hang up or send the door knocker packing.  The receipt of this new card will be automatic. You don’t have to do anything. If you are ready to apply for Medicare, simply go to Medicare.govand follow the application steps.  Be skeptical of any other approach and keep the following tips in mind.
1. No payment necessary. No additional out-of-pocket expense is required for enrollees to receive a new card.
1. You will not need to verify your Social Security Number over the telephone.
1. If a caller threatens that you will lose your Medicare coverage unless you verify your identity by providing bank account or credit card information, don’t believe it.
1. Be sure to safeguard your new Medicare card. Even with the Social Security Number removed, a savvy hacker could still use it to commit fraud in your name.

Employment and Education

1.  Looking for a job? Need quality employees? USE VETJOBS!  www.vetjobs.com

2.  Vets looking for jobs, the website:  100000jobsmission.com.  Go there to apply and search for available jobs specifically held for veterans.  


Bottom of Form
General

1.  Staten Island University Hospital's Military Appreciation Program.  This program entitles active duty members and veterans free parking 12 times per year at the SIUH parking lot.  Call 718-226-4325 for an application.

2.  The Defense POW/MIA Office announced the identification of remains belonging to the following personnel.  Returned 
home are:
Navy Coxswain Verne F. Knipp, 22, USS Oklahoma, Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, 1941. 
Navy Musician 1st Class Elliot D. Larsen, 25, USS Oklahoma, Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, 1941.
Navy Fireman 3rd Class Glaydon I.C. Iverson, 24, USS Oklahoma, Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, 1941.  
Navy Lt. Cmdr. Frederick P. Crosby, 31, an RF-8A pilot, over Thanh Hoa Province, North Vietnam, June 1, 1965. 
Army Pfc. Everett E. Johnson, 21, Co F, 2nd Bn, 8th Cavalry Regt, 1st Cavalry Div Taegu, South Korea, Sept. 3, 1950. 
Army Pfc. Thomas C. Stagg, 21, Co K, 3rd Bn, 187th Airborne Infantry Regiment, Nov. 29, 1950.  
Marine Corps Cpl. Henry Andregg, Jr., Co C, 2nd Amph Tractor Bn, 8th Marines, 2nd Mar Div, Tarawa, Nov. 20, 1943. 
Marine Corps Pfc. Sam J. Kourkos, Company M, 3rd B, 8th Marines, 2nd Mar Div, Tarawa Nov. 20, 1943.
Army Pfc. Robert E. Mitchell, 19, Co F, 2nd Bn, 38th Infantry Reg, 2nd Infantry Div, Pusan Perimeter, South Korea Sept. 6, 1950.
Army Sgt. Edward Saunders, 27, Co K, 3rd Bn, 9th Infantry Regt, 2nd Infantry Div, Hoensong, South Korea,  Feb. 11, 1951.  

3.  The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency is seeking the public’s help to find and encourage more MIA families to donate a DNA sample to help speed the identification process of recovered remains. Each military service and the State Department has a service casualty office that can explain how to donate.
 
	Army: 800-892-2490
	Navy: 800-443-9298
	State Department: 202-485-6106

	Marine Corps: 800-847-1597
	Air Force: 800-531-5501
	



4.  Free parking for veterans at Richmond County Medical Center.  Veterans can park for free in the visitors parking lot where tokens are required.  Stop at the main reception desk or security post, show proof you are a veteran (drivers license with vet on it, retired ID card, VA card or similar) and they will give you a free token for the parking lot.  Get it on the way in as the reception/info desk is not manned all night.  Use the token to exit the lot.  Saves you $4 per visit.

5.  A recently signed law gives official veteran status to National Guard members who served 20 years or more. Previously, Guard members were considered veterans only if they served 180 days or more in a federal status outside of training."   As long as you were deployed on active duty for at least 180 days and you didn't get a dishonorable discharge or a bad conduct discharge coming off those orders, then you could be considered a veteran," said Army Sgt. Maj. Matthew Krenz, a legislative liaison at the National Guard Bureau who provided background information to Congressional members working on the bill.  Prior to the new law's passage, even if Guard members served for 20 years or longer they were not deemed veterans unless they served on active duty. That included those serving in an Active Guard and Reserve status. http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/Article/1038989/guard-and-reserve-members-receive-veteran-status/
 
6.  When Phonies Phone.  For as long as there have been telephones, there have been crooks trying to call and steal your money. What is new is the sheer volume of unsolicited calls that Americans endure each year — over 29 billion in 2016 alone by one estimate, including lots of potential rip-offs. No wonder fraud complaints have increased nearly 60 percent since 2010, according to the Federal Trade Commission. Scams are continuing to show up across the country this year.  Don’t let crooks scare you off from answering a call.

Leaving AARP.org Website
Close 
You are leaving AARP.org and going to the website of our trusted provider. The provider's terms, conditions and policies apply. Please return to AARP.org to learn more about other benefits.
Cancel CONTINUE 
The IRS scam.  The voice on the other end of the line claims to be an IRS criminal investigator. Arrest is imminent if you don’t immediately pay thousands of dollars in back taxes. Individuals are instructed to put $500 on multiple iTunes gift 

cards and give up the 16-digit codes. Don’t be fooled. The IRS would never ask a taxpayer to buy iTunes cards for any reason.

Computer Caper.  Internet scam artists create little boxes that pop up on your computer screen, telling you that you have a virus and need to call for technical support. Don’t believe it. Computer companies never notify customers of a problem through pop-ups, unless it is from virus-protection software that you installed.

The Fake Sheriff.  You get a call from someone posing as a sheriff’s deputy claiming you’ve missed jury duty and owe the county a $1,000 fine. Pay immediately, the caller says, or you will go to jail. Rest assured, no sheriff or court will call you and demand payment like this for missing jury duty. If you get this call, hang up, then call the police and report it.

-  Do some research. Google the salesperson and company before you buy. Explore their reputations thoroughly. If you can’t locate solid information, walk away.

-  Don’t react out of fear. No matter how threatening or urgent their script, do not act immediately. Always hang up and give yourself time to think it over and check them out.

-  Trust your instincts. If a caller sounds fishy, hang up. The chances of losing out on a great deal are much less than losing your nest egg. 
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Items of Interest

LONG BEACH VA RENAMED FOR MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENT,  JWV LIFE MEMBER TIBOR RUBIN
The VA Long Beach Medical Center was renamed the Tibor Rubin VA Medical Center in honor of Medal of Honor Recipient, Holocaust survivor, and JWV Life Member Corporal Tibor Rubin. This ceremony is the culminating event in a JWV advocacy campaign spanning several years.
The legislation to rename the hospital was first introduced by Congressman Alan Lowenthal, and was finally signed into law on December 16, 2016 by President Barack Obama. The JWV Department of California was instrumental in facilitating support for the bill both in California and on Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C. Several other veterans service organizations also offered their support.
JWV National Commander Carl A. Singer was present to give remarks about Tibor Rubin and the role JWV played in passing the bipartisan Section 552 of Public Law 107-107. This law mandated the review of the records of all Jewish American veterans and all Hispanic American veterans whose service might merit the receipt of the Medal of Honor. As a result, in 2005 Tibor Rubin was awarded the Medal of Honor for his service, bravery, and dedication, 55 years after his combat service.
Congressman Lowenthal (CA-47) and Lt. Gen. Joseph Anderson, Deputy Chief of Staff of the United States Army, also spoke about Rubin and his legacy.
After surviving the Holocaust and immigrating to the United States, Rubin was determined to give back to the country that liberated him, and joined the Army during the Korean War. In early November 1950, He was captured during battle and sent as a prisoner of war to a Chinese prison camp located along the border of North Korea and Manchuria. Offered early release by his captors due to his background, Rubin chose to stay and help the other prisoners with the survival skills he learned at Mauthausen. He spent 30 months there.
The concentration camp survivor and former POW served his country by serving others as a volunteer at the VAMC in Long Beach, where he also received his medical care until his death in December 2015.
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&/} GiveBlood and Get a Movie Ticket.

Place: College of Staten Island

FH{E M[]Vl‘E Green Dolphin Room
Date: Monday, June 19, 2017
”EKET Time: 9:30 am - 3:30 pm
Donors must be age 16 (with signed NYBC parental consent form) or

older, weigh 110 Ibs or more, eat and drink at regular meal times and
bring your NY Blood Center donor card and photo id.

or more info, call 1-800-933-BLOOD
or log onto www.nybloodcenter.org
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