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October 2017 Newsletter
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS BLAZING STAR POST #1574
17 CANNON AVENUE
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10314
Website.  http://blazingstarvfwpost1574.org/wp

October 2017

	BLAZING STAR POST 1574 CONTACT NUMBERS
Al Porto, Commander - 718-578-1242, albert.porto38@gmail.com
Paul Dietrich, Quartermaster - 718-698-5269, paul@the-dietrichs.com
William Alcock, Adjutant - 718-698-1923



Calendar Events

Calendar of Events for 2017:
	Date
	Event 
	Location 
	Time
	Remarks

	7 October
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	11 October
	Vietnam Veterans Forum
	Wagner High School
	1300
	718-816-2133

	22 October
	Hearing Our Heroes Barbeque
	Msgr Farrell High School
	1400-1700
	347-308-4189

	24 October
	Blood Drive
	CSI - Green Dolphin Room
	1130-1730
	

	25 October
	Blood Drive
	CSI - Green Dolphin Room 
	0830-1430
	

	28 October
	Health Promotion Day
	SI Veterans Center
	1000-1500
	

	3 November
	Poppy Distribution
	SI Ferry
	0700-1000
	

	3 November
	Poppy Distribution
	Bayway Refinery
	1100-1300
	

	4 November
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	5 November
	Poppy Distribution
	Shop-Rite
	0900-1500
	

	8 November
	Annual Veterans Breakfast
	St Adalbert's School
	0800
	718-442-2020

	11 November
	Veterans Assistance Desk
	Applebee's
	1600-1800
	

	16 November
	Annual Veterans Breakfast
	Old Bermuda Inn
	1000
	718-356-2867

	18 November
	Poppy Distribution
	Stop and Shop
	0900-1500
	

	19 November
	Poppy Distribution
	Stop and Shop
	0900-1500
	

	2 December
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday
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Calendar of Events for 2018  
	Date
	Event 
	Location 
	Time
	Remarks

	6 January
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	3 February
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	3 March
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	7 April
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	5 May 
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	2 June
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	7 July
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	4 August 
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	5 September
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	Wednesday

	3 October
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	Wednesday

	7 November
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	Wednesday

	5 December
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	Wednesday





Membership

1.  Consider Life Membership.  You save money over the long run and eliminate the need to renew yearly.  Below are the membership rates for Life membership and Installment Plan Life Membership.    
Age on 31 Dec             Payment in Full             Installment Plan Option                             
                                            Total:                   Initial Fee:        11 payments of: 
Through Age 30                 $425.00                $45.00                $38.64   
31-40                                  $410.00                $45.00                $37.27   
41-50                                  $375.00                $45.00                $34.09   
51-60                                  $335.00                $45.00                $30.45   
61-70                                  $290.00                $45.00                $26.36   
71-80                                  $225.00                $45.00                $20.45   
81 and over                        $170.00                $45.00                $15.45  

2.  Dues Renewal Reminder:

	Robinson, James A
	Current Until
	6/6/2017
	EXPIRED



Service Officer

1.  Veterans are encouraged to enroll in the VA health care so they are on record should they ever need it.  No cost to apply.  Apply on line at www.va.gov/healtheligibility/vfw or call 1-877-222-8387.

2.  Tri-Care Dental.  Tri-Care dental isn't free.  You must enroll to be covered.  Tri-Care dental web site, www.trdp.org 
Delta Dental Tel #. 888-838-8737.  The Tri-Care number for NY, is 1-877-874-2273.

3.  DD Form 214 website.  http://vetrecs.archives.gov.  If you need assistance, contact the post service officer, Doug Encarcion.   

4.  Survivor Outreach Services. The website has a lot of information for those left behind when a service member or veteran passes. http://www.sos.army.mil/  or  http://www.westpointmwr.com/acs/survivor_outreach_services.html

5.  To someone going through a difficult time, one simple act has the power to make a difference. Reach out to veterans and service members in your life today – http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/ThePowerof1.aspx.

6.  Online Health Care Application.  www.vets.gov.  or call 877-222-VETS (8387). 

7.  Veterans Representative on Staten Island.  Matthew Basile, Borough Hall, Room G-15 and at CSI Campus Center, Room 216. (646) 799-2743 or emailing mbasile@veterans.nyc.gov.  Also at NYC Department of Veterans' Services
1 Centre Street, Suite 2208, New York, NY 10007, DVS General Phone: (212) 416-5250

8.  Vets.gov Connects Veterans to Services.  

9.  Marlene Roll,  Assistant VSO, Veterans of Foreign Wars Office days: Tuesday – Fridays, Ph: 716.857.3348, Fax: 716.857.3484 http://www.blogs.va.gov/VAntage/32858/myva311-one-number-call-reach-va/   Please be advised that this email address is not checked on a daily basis.  If you need immediate response, please call 716.857.3403.

10.  The following web site is the medical providers close to your house who have accepted the VA Choice program and are registered to do so.  Quite a few here on SI.  It gives a map where you can see them in relation to where you live or work.  You can also get contact information to reach out to them.  https://www.va.gov/opa/apps/locator/    

11.  The Harry W. Colmery Veterans Educational Assistance Act of 2017, H.R. 3218, passed by the House and Senate was signed by the President on August 16, 2017. Also known as the Forever G.I. Bill, the legislation improves provisions in the existing G.I. Bill and provides more flexibility for using educational benefits.  The measure contains a number of provisions that specifically impact disabled veterans and their families, including:
  
1. Increases monthly Dependents Educational Assistance (DEA) payments by about 40 percent effective October 1, 2018 (note: effective August 1, 2018, DEA decreases from 45 to 36 months to be consistent with other VA educational programs); 
1. Eliminates the 15-year limit for using the G.I. Bill, allowing for the use of the educational benefits for life, for those who were discharged after January 1, 2013; 
1. Grants full G.I. Bill benefits to Purple Heart Recipients, regardless of total time in service effective August 1, 2018; 
1. Provides G.I. Bill eligibility for reservists undergoing medical care for active duty injuries effective August 1, 2018; 
1. Restores used G.I. bill benefits to enrolled students whose school permanently closes after January 1, 2015, effective November 14, 2017; and 
1. Allows veterans who are National Guard members and Reservists who are receiving Vocational Rehabilitation and Employment (VR&E) benefits, to "pause" their eligibility so their time under the VR&E program is not negatively affected while called up for active duty orders. This provision takes effect immediately.

Employment and Education

1.  Looking for a job? Need quality employees? USE VETJOBS!  www.vetjobs.com

2.  Vets looking for jobs, the website:  100000jobsmission.com.  Go there to apply and search for available jobs specifically held for veterans.  


Bottom of Form
General

1.  Staten Island University Hospital's Military Appreciation Program.  This program entitles active duty members and veterans free parking 12 times per year at the SIUH parking lot.  Call 718-226-4325 for an application.

2.  The Defense POW/MIA Office announced the identification of remains belonging to the following personnel.  Returned 
home are:
Army Pfc. Charlie H. Hill, 31, Btry D, 15th AAA Bn, 7th Infantry Division, Chosin River, North Korea, November 1950.
USMC Pvt. Joseph C. Carbone, 20, Co K, 3rd Bn, 2nd Marines, 2nd Marine Division, Tarawa, Nov. 20, 1943.
Army Sgt. Thomas E. Zimmer, 19, Btry A, 57th FA Bn, 7th Infantry Division, Chosin River, North Korea, November 1950.
Navy Fireman 1st Class Walter B. Rogers, 22, USS Oklahoma, Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, 1941. 
Seaman 1st Class Milton R. Surratt, 21, USS Oklahoma, Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7, 1941. 
USMCR 2nd Lt. Elwood R. Bailey, Marine Fighting Squadron 223 (VMF-223), over Guadalcanal, Aug. 24, 1942.
USMCR Charles A. Drew Co F, 2nd Bn, 8th Marine Regt, 2nd Marine Division, Tarawa Atoll, Nov. 20, 1943.
USMC Pvt. John M. Tillman, Co F, 2nd Bn, 2nd Marine Regt, 2nd Marine Division, Tarawa, Nov. 20, 1943.
USAAF Tech Sgt. John S. Bailey, 38th Bombardment Sqdn, (Heavy), Tarawa Atoll, Jan. 21, 1944.
USAAF 1st Lt. Homer A. Spence, 96th Fighter Sqdn, over Germany, July 20, 1944.
Army Cpl. Donald L. Baer, Co K, 3rd Bn, 34th Infantry Regt, 24th Infantry Division, Taejon, South Korea, July 19, 1950.  Army Maj. Stephen T. Uurtamo, 82nd AAA Bn, 2d Infantry Division, Ch’ongch’on Rr North Korea, Nov. 30, 1950.
Army Pfc. Leroy W. Bryant, Co C, 1st Bn, 9th Inf Regt, 2d Infantry Division, Yonghyon-ni, South Korea On Feb. 6, 1951.

3.  The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency is seeking the public’s help to find and encourage more MIA families to donate a DNA sample to help speed the identification process of recovered remains. Each military service and the State Department has a service casualty office that can explain how to donate.
 
	Army: 800-892-2490
	Navy: 800-443-9298
	State Department: 202-485-6106

	Marine Corps: 800-847-1597
	Air Force: 800-531-5501
	



4.  Free parking for veterans at Richmond County Medical Center.  Veterans can park for free in the visitors parking lot where tokens are required.  Stop at the main reception desk or security post, show proof you are a veteran (drivers license with vet on it, retired ID card, VA card or similar) and they will give you a free token for the parking lot.  Get it on the way in as the reception/info desk is not manned all night.  Use the token to exit the lot.  Saves you $4 per visit.

5.  IS EQUIFAX CALLING YOU?  No, Equifax is not calling you, so if you receive a call claiming it's Equifax trying to verify your account information, hang up immediately. In the aftermath of the Equifax data breach, scammers are trying to cash in by getting you to provide personal and financial information over the phone. Remember, companies do not call customers to request passwords, account information or other personal information—if you receive such a call, it is most likely a scam and you should not provide any information to the caller. 
	


Items of Interest

As many of you know, it seems we have all recently witnessed much craziness all around us and certainly within the news and social media.  It’s always a great step forward when you are armed with the facts or some real knowledge.  Especially the facts when it comes to a Presidential Executive Order amended by several Presidents and the many Amendments made to Title 4, U.S. Code Chapter 1, Subsections 1-10 (The Flag).  There are several laws that protect our Flag and how our Flag should be given respect.  There is even guidance and laws that relate to government seals, the U.S. National Anthem and how we will, why we do, when, where and who will/must.  There’s even the guidance of penalties when this law is violated.  
 
Sometimes I read something written that really makes me wonder if Americanism and its history has been lost.  It sure seems like it when we listen to television/radio interviews and social media.  Is Americanism even being taught as it was when some of us went to school? 

Some information from the Cornell School of Law website at https://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/4/chapter-1 for your quick reference to help educate those that wish to modify on the fly the laws and rules of our Flag.  When it comes to our Flag and our National Anthem, we are speaking about almost two and one-half centuries of wars, pain and agony and those that served in the military and continue to serve.  It’s about those that made the ultimate sacrifice.  It’s about the bedrock of America.  It’s not about buying/selling merchandise or getting attention on center stage somewhere to make a point.  When it comes to our Flag one should think about the American warrior that picked up the flag from another fallen American warrior while moving forward through a barrage of bullets and explosions to advance our Flag in the name of FREEDOM! That my friend is part of the much larger definition of the Flag and why we respect it by standing. When someone or a group uses the Flag for a center stage spotlight for ones issues then one needs to think about who they are stepping on in the process.  Who is inadvertently being hurt and disrespected. Is the Flag and all it represents being exploited?  How many widows, widowers, children, mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters and fellow warriors cried and/or felt the pain once again from someone they loved and lost while defending this great Nation under the Flag of the United States of America. These are not intended to be political comments. We fought and continue to fight for the FREEDOM of all American Lives and they ALL Matter!  Our Flag is NOT; for sale, to be disrespected, stepped on and exploited.  Not ever to be negotiated for less than it’s real true value. FREEDOM at a very high price!
 
36 U.S. Code § 301 - National anthem
[bookmark: m_2669378209813422258_a] 
1. Designation .— The composition consisting of the words and music known as the Star-Spangled Banner is the national anthem.
[bookmark: m_2669378209813422258_b]      
      (b) Conduct During Playing.— During a rendition of the national anthem— 
[bookmark: m_2669378209813422258_b_1]           
          (1) when the flag is displayed— 
[bookmark: m_2669378209813422258_b_1_A]     
             (A) individuals in uniform should give the military salute at the first note of the anthem and maintain that position until the last note;
[bookmark: m_2669378209813422258_b_1_B] 
             (B) members of the Armed Forces and veterans who are present but not in uniform may render the military salute in the manner provided for individuals in uniform; and
[bookmark: m_2669378209813422258_b_1_C] 
             (C) all other persons present should face the flag and stand at attention with their right hand over the heart, and men not in uniform, if applicable, should remove their headdress with their right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart; and
[bookmark: m_2669378209813422258_b_2] 
         (2) when the flag is not displayed, all present should face toward the music and act in the same manner they would if the flag were displayed.
  
We can’t make America Great and Strong Again if we do not understand who we are and how we got where we are.  A team divided has no real chance but when fully united we are unstoppable.  Remember 9/11 our most recent large scale attack? Remember how American came together?  This also happened on an even larger scale when Pearl Harbor was attacked.  America came together and along with our allies we defeat a common enemy that wanted to destroy everything our Flag and Americans STAND for.
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