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June Newsletter
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS BLAZING STAR POST #1574
17 CANNON AVENUE
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10314
Website.  http://blazingstarvfwpost1574.org/wp

June 2019

	BLAZING STAR POST 1574 CONTACT NUMBERS
Al Porto, Commander - 718-578-1242, albert.porto38@gmail.com
Paul Dietrich, Quartermaster - 718-698-5269, paul@the-dietrichs.com
William Alcock, Adjutant - 718-698-1923



Calendar Events

	Date
	Event 
	Location 
	Time
	Remarks

	5 June
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	Wednesday

	8 June
	DSC Presentation
	Ollis Post
	1300
	

	24 June
	CSI Blood Drive
	Campus Center (1C) 
	0930-1530
	Green Dolphin Rm

	13 July
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	3 August
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	4 September
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	Wednesday

	2 October
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	Wednesday

	6 November
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	Wednesday

	4 December
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1300
	Wednesday



Membership

1.  Consider Life Membership.  You save money over the long run and eliminate the need to renew yearly.  Below are the membership rates for Life membership and Installment Plan Life Membership.    
Age on 31 Dec             Payment in Full             Installment Plan Option                             
                                            Total:                   Initial Fee:        11 payments of: 
Through Age 30                 $425.00                $45.00                $38.64   
31-40                                  $410.00                $45.00                $37.27   
41-50                                  $375.00                $45.00                $34.09   
51-60                                  $335.00                $45.00                $30.45   
61-70                                  $290.00                $45.00                $26.36   
71-80                                  $225.00                $45.00                $20.45   
81 and over                        $170.00                $45.00                $15.45  

2.  We are collecting items such as snacks, microwave popcorn, jiffy pop and hard candies, etc. for fellow post member   Adam Scher who is deployed to Afghanistan.  

4.  Dues Renewal Reminder:
	Curry, Albert
	12/31/2017
	EXPIRED

	DiPietrantonio, Rosa
	1/31/2019
	EXPIRED

	Garriga, Jose A
	12/31/2018
	EXPIRED

	Griffo, Arnold P
	1/31/2019
	EXPIRED

	Ivan, Peter C.
	4/30/2019
	EXPIRED

	Johnson, Khadijah L
	5/2/2018
	EXPIRED

	Krigel, Adam C
	10/31/2018
	EXPIRED

	Krishna, Ash
	6/18/2018
	EXPIRED

	Maloney, Brian T
	12/31/2017
	EXPIRED

	Moore, Thomas
	12/31/2018
	EXPIRED

	Nelson, Eric
	5/31/2019
	EXPIRED

	Ruggiero, Blenda C
	6/29/2018
	EXPIRED

	Santiago, Luis A.
	4/30/2019
	EXPIRED

	Sheinwald, Abe
	3/30/2018
	EXPIRED



Service Officer

1.  Veterans are encouraged to enroll in the VA health care so they are on record should they ever need it.  No cost to apply.  Apply on line at www.va.gov/healtheligibility/vfw or call 1-877-222-8387.

2.  DD Form 214 website.  http://vetrecs.archives.gov.  If you need assistance, contact the post service officer, Doug Encarcion.   

3.  Survivor Outreach Services. The website has a lot of information for those left behind when a service member or veteran passes. http://www.sos.army.mil/  or  http://www.westpointmwr.com/acs/survivor_outreach_services.html

4.  To someone going through a difficult time, one simple act has the power to make a difference. Reach out to veterans and service members in your life today – http://www.veteranscrisisline.net/ThePowerof1.aspx.

5.  Online Health Care Application.  www.vets.gov.  or call 877-222-VETS (8387). 

6.  Veterans Representative on Staten Island.  Monique L. Rada Engagement and Community Services Coordinator
NYC Department of Veterans’ Services 1 Centre Street, Suite 2208 New York, NY 10007 917-628-8487 mrada@veterans.nyc.gov

7.  Vets.gov Connects Veterans to Services.  

8.  John Bartow, Assistant VSO, Veterans of Foreign Wars 518-626-5687.

9.  The following web site is the medical providers close to your house who have accepted the VA Choice program and are registered to do so.  Quite a few here on SI.  It gives a map where you can see them in relation to where you live or work.  You can also get contact information to reach out to them.  https://www.va.gov/opa/apps/locator/    

10.  A VBA Representative at the Staten Island Vet Center every Wednesday.  There are no walk-ins everyone must call  (718)816-4499 to set up an appointment.    All services are free.  Samuel B. Cottes, Jr., Veterans Outreach 

Specialist, Staten Island Veterans Center, US Department of Veterans Affairs; Readjustment Counseling Services, 60 Bay Street, Staten Island, NY 10301 Tel: (718) 816-4499 x 7747     Cell: (929) 359-2449     Fax:  (718) 816-6899

11.  Discharge Upgrade Online Tool.  
http://www.ourveterans.nyc/discharge_upgrade_online_tool?utm_campaign=180129&utm_medium=email&utm_source=nycveteransalliance


Employment and Education

1.  Looking for a job? Need quality employees? USE VETJOBS!  www.vetjobs.com

2.  Vets looking for jobs, the website:  100000jobsmission.com.  Go there to apply and search for available jobs specifically held for veterans.  

3.  Veteran career fair event on June 6, 2019 (Thursday)  in Manhattan. Below are the links to the event and registration. 
 
Event flyer: https://protect2.fireeye.com/url?k=9762bd50-cb5a1bed-97604465-000babd9fa3f-837bc7390d8e92dd&u=https://events.recruitmilitary.com/events/new-york-veterans-job-fair-june-6-2019.pdf
 
Registration Link: https://protect2.fireeye.com/url?k=d9b66336-858ec58b-d9b49a03-000babd9fa3f-2f728b83916ac51e&u=https://rmvets.com/2LPK9p5
 

Bottom of Form
General

1.  Staten Island University Hospital's Military Appreciation Program.  This program entitles active duty members and veterans free parking 12 times per year at the SIUH parking lot.  Go to the Security Office with proof of military/veteran status.  You will be given 12 parking stamps.  Place them on parking ticket and no fee.

2.  Free parking for veterans at Richmond County Medical Center.  Veterans can park for free in the visitors parking lot where tokens are required.  Stop at the main reception desk or security post, show proof you are a veteran (drivers license with vet on it, retired ID card, VA card or similar) and they will give you a free token for the parking lot.  Get it on the way in as the reception/info desk is not manned all night.  Use the token to exit the lot.  Saves you $4 per visit.

3.  The Defense POW/MIA Office announced the identification of remains belonging to the following personnel.  Returned 
home are:  

Army Cpl. Earl H. Markle, Co M, 3rd Bn, 8th Cavalry Regt, 1st Cavalry Division, Unsan, North Korea, Nov. 2, 1950.
USMCR Pfc. John T. Burke, Co B, 1st Bn, 8th Marine Regt, 2nd Marine Division, Tarawa, Nov. 20, 1943. 
U.S. Navy Machinist's Mate 2nd Class Leo Blitz USS Oklahoma, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on Dec. 7, 1941.   
U.S. Navy Fireman 1st Class Rudolph Blitz USS Oklahoma, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on Dec. 7, 1941.    
Navy Seaman 1st Class Edward Wasielewski USS Oklahoma, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, on Dec. 7, 1941.    
Army Cpl. Charles S. Lawler Co M, 3rd Bn, 8th Cavalry Regt, 1st Cavalry Division, Unsan, North Korea, Nov. 2, 1950.
Army Air Forces 2nd Lt. Toney W. Gochnauer, 308th Bomb Group, 14th Air Force, Kunming, China, Jan. 25, 1944.
Army Pvt. Roy Brown, Jr., Co I, 126th Infantry Regt, 32nd Infantry Division, Buna, Papua New Guinea.

4.  The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency is seeking the public’s help to find and encourage more MIA families to donate a DNA sample to help speed the identification process of recovered remains. Each military service and the State Department has a service casualty office that can explain how to donate.
 
	Army: 800-892-2490
	Navy: 800-443-9298
	State Department: 202-485-6106

	Marine Corps: 800-847-1597
	Air Force: 800-531-5501
	



5.  Staten Island Community TV:  Veterans TV Shows are available 24 hours a day via Youtube.  To view, google "Youtube, Ed Salek, In Honor of" or go to Youtube.com and search for Ed Salek, In Honor of.  

6.  Staten Island Vet Center Open House.  All veterans and veteran’s family are welcome June 20 2019
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM, Celebration Luncheon 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM, 60 Bay Street, Staten Island, NY 10301
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This Is Exactly What You Should Do When an Airline Loses Your Luggage
Here's what to do to help find your suitcase, get compensation, and try to prevent your suitcase from going missing in the first place. 
No matter how carefully you plan your vacation itinerary or pack your suitcase, there’s nothing that can prepare you for every traveler’s worst nightmare: Lost luggage. 
While it’s rare that your suitcase will be lost forever, according to the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), that doesn't help the anxiety of waiting for it to appear on the baggage claim carousel. 
Whether it's delayed a few hours, days, or completely gone, nearly 35% of you have had dealt with a suitcase going MIA (according to a recent survey by the Good Housekeeping Institute of over 3,800 consumers). That's why tapped our travel experts to give their must-know tips and tricks for preparing for the worst, and dealing with it if it does happen to you.
How can I prevent my luggage from getting lost?
We used to think that taking only a carry-on and personal item was the way to make sure you'd arrive with all your items, but that's no longer the case. Since many airlines charge to check even one bag, more travelers are opting to skip this step completely. 
Overhead bin space has become a hot commodity (some basic fares even charge extra for it), and that's why, even if you make it through security with your carry-on, you still could be forced to gate-check due to space constraints. While there's no way to control what happens to your bag after you check it, there are some things you can do to prepare for all the what ifs:
1. Check in early and take a direct flight.
The majority of luggage mishaps happen because of tight connections or late check-ins. Give yourself plenty of time to get the airport (and wait in line), and make sure your connections aren't cutting it too close. This is especially true if you're switching carriers! You have the best chance of reuniting with your suitcase on a direct flight, or a flight with a stop-over (meaning you don't have to de-plane). 
2. Take a photo of your bag before you leave. 
If anything happens, you can show the picture to an agent. It'll be much easier and more accurate than trying to describe your bag. Want to upgrade to a suitcase that will stand out? Check out our Textiles Lab's top luggage picks for 2019. Most of the pieces from the best overall brand, Away, come in 10 different colors. Pick one that will be easily recognizable in a sea of black suitcases for extra back-up!
3. Double up on luggage tags. 
You likely already have one attached to the outside of your bag. But in case that gets ripped off during transit, it's a good idea to tuck another on the inside with your name, number, and email address - or slip in a business card.
4. Keep a packing list in your phone. 
Not only will it keep you from overpacking and help pre-plan vacation outfits, it'll also be useful if you have to file a claim for everything in your suitcase. We recommend using a notes app on your phone to save a list of the essentials you always want to bring, and then updating for every trip depending on what actually made it into your bag. 
5. Split clothes 50-50.
If you’re traveling with a partner or a friend, pack half of your items in one bag and half in another. Since the chances are already slim that an airline will lose your luggage, the chances are even slimmer that it'll happen to both suitcases. 
6. Keep essentials in your personal bag.
We all know to keep important things like prescriptions, electronics, and other delicate items in our carry-on bag or better yet, our personal item. But you should also stash a full change of clothes (plus, a bathing suit if you're headed somewhere warm!) and anything else you couldn't replace on short notice, like heels for a fancy dinner or sneakers for a big race. If you're worried about fighting for overhead bin space or gate-checking, opt for one of these great underseat luggage picks.
What happens if my luggage is lost?
Immediately head to customer service to file a report and to see if agents can track down your bag. "Breathe deeply and don’t lose your cool," says Sarah Bogdan, GH product analyst. She recently arrived in Peru for a vacation (including a jungle trek!) only to find her luggage was nowhere to be found. 
While it was eventually found three days later, her biggest piece of advice: Pester, pester pester! Don't let the airline forget about you if you leave the airport sans suitcase. You have to be your biggest advocate. Airlines deal with so many complaints every day it can be easy to get lost in the system. Some other tips:
1. Describe notable packed items. When you file a report with the service desk, list things in your bag that are easily recognizable (like bright yellow hat or metallic gold sneakers). Drawing a blank on what you packed? Here's where that packing list will come in handy!
2. Give your local contact info. Include an address and number for where you’re staying (like a hotel, Airbnb, or a friend’s house). Ask for a copy of the report and a phone number for follow-up. Most bags are returned within a few hours, but it’s still helpful to have a paper trail even if the airline tells you your stuff is on it’s way.
3. Get short-term reimbursement. Unless you’re arriving home from a trip, most airlines will cover the necessities (like toiletries and a change of clothes) while you wait for your luggage. Since every company has its own policies, check with the agent filing your report to see how reimbursements are handled. The airline may give you a cash advance or refund purchases, so be sure to save all.
4. Loop in your hotel. If you’re just landing at your destination, let the front-desk staff know what’s going on. You may be able to help get your bag back faster if they call the airline - especially if you aren’t fluent in the local language.
How can I get compensation for my lost luggage?
If your suitcase never makes it back to you, you're eligible for up to $3,500 from the airline, according to the DOT. You'll have to fill a claim (yes, yet another form) with detailed, itemized descriptions of what was in your lost bag. Then, get ready for negotiations. Unless you've kept receipts for every purchase made, you'll likely have to haggle over what your items are worth, minus depreciation. 
Some airlines may also offer flight credits instead of a check. While these may sound appealing and add up to more than what you would get in cash, be sure to ask about any restrictions or blackout dates before deciding which option is best for you. And be patient: it could take up to three months for things to get fully settled. 
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