[image: ]                                          [image: ]Blazing Star Newsletter

October 2025 Newsletter
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS BLAZING STAR POST #1574
17 CANNON AVENUE
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10314
Website.  http://blazingstarvfwpost1574.org

October 2025 

	BLAZING STAR POST 1574 CONTACT NUMBERS
Bruce Lieberman, Commander - 718-494-4759, nycpapa@gmail.com
Paul Dietrich, Quartermaster - 718-698-5269, paul@the-dietrichs.com
William Alcock, Adjutant - 718-698-1923



Calendar Events

MEETING INFORMATION

We ask members who are attending meetings to bring in a non-perishable food item for the Fort Wadsworth Food Bank for military junior enlisted members and their families.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81420797054?pwd=MDQ3L0ViWjJiQWJ3Y1U3ajExUUxKdz09

Meeting ID: 814 2079 7054	Passcode: 809161
One tap mobile
+16465588656,,81420797054#,,,,*809161# US (New York)
+13017158592,,81420797054#,,,,*809161# US (Washington DC)

Dial by your location
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 814 2079 7054
Passcode: 809161
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kBvD2xfrv

Schedule of Meetings and Events for 2025
	[bookmark: _Hlk41651012]Date
	Event 
	Location 
	Time
	Remarks

	4 Oct 2025
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	1 Nov 2025
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	6 Dec 2025
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday



IF ANY OF YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION (ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER, EMAIL ADDRESS) CHANGES, NOTIFY US ASAP IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN COMMUNICATIONS FOR MEETINGS AND IMPORTANCE ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Life Membership.
Age on 31 Dec             Payment in Full             Installment Plan Option                             
                                            Total:                   Initial Fee:        11 payments of: 
Through Age 30                 $425.00                $45.00                $38.64   
31-40                                  $410.00                $45.00                $37.27   
41-50                                  $375.00                $45.00                $34.09   
51-60                                  $335.00                $45.00                $30.45   
61-70                                  $290.00                $45.00                $26.36   
71-80                                  $225.00                $45.00                $20.45   
81 and over                        $170.00                $45.00                $15.45

Service Officer

1.  Veterans are encouraged to enroll in the VA health care so they are on record should they ever need it.  No cost to apply.  Apply on line at www.va.gov/healtheligibility/vfw or call 1-877-222-8387.

2.  DD Form 214 website. http://vetrecs.archives.gov.  For assistance, contact post service officer, Mike Marra.   

3.  Online Health Care Application.  www.vets.gov.  or call 877-222-VETS (8387). 

4.  VBA Representative Staten Island Vet Center Wednesdays by appointment only (718) 816-4499. All services are free.  Staten Island Vet Center, US Dept of Veterans Affairs; Readjustment Counseling Services, 60 Bay Street, SI, NY 10301 Tel: (718) 816-4499 x 7747 Cell: (929) 359-2449  Fax: (718) 816-6899

5.  The Veterans Crisis Line: Dial 988 then Press 1.  For more information, visit the VA Suicide Prevention SharePoint. 
After July 16, Veterans and their loved ones will still be able to call 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1, chat at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat, and text 838255 to reach responders.

6.  NYS veterans’ benefits advisor (VBA) for Staten Island:  Rapcelies Almonte, email address Rapcelies.Almonte@veterans.ny.gov. She will be available M-F from 8-4.

7.  Timothy H. Graham, Executive Director/Chief Executive Officer, Tel: (212)-686-7800 Ext. 7100
Email: Timothy.Graham@va.gov, N.Y. Harbor VA Healthcare system, 423 E. 23rd Street, New York, NY 10010

8.  New Veteran Liaison at Brough Hall - Billy Beale, Phone 1-718-816-2062 email = bbeale@statenislandusa.com
 
9.   For anyone having difficulties with the VA the White House has a hotline manned 24/7, 855-948-2311.
 
10.  VA award letters can be obtained from the NY VA regional office at 245 west Houston Street, New York, NY 10014 or phone 800-827-1000.  
 
11. S.I. Veterans Discount Cards S.I. B/P Vito Fossella and President S.I.E.D.C Michael Cusick’s office contact Mr. Aanonson at 718-477-1400 or Olivia 347-937-4432.

12.  Northwell Health military liaison office Mr. Kelly Cell 516-306-6612 and Mr. Kaplan. 516-821-5140.

Employment and Education

1.  Looking for a job? Need quality employees? USE VETJOBS!  www.vetjobs.com



Bottom of Form
General

1.  SI University Hospital Military Appreciation Program.  Parking Sticker Program and Military Discount Card.  
Discount Card:  Discounts:  20% in Cafeteria, 10% in Gift Shop (excludes Lotto and Newspapers), $1.00 off per day TV/Telephone Service.  Card to be used only by person whose picture is on card.  Card will be confiscated and not replaced if misused.  Present card each time benefit is issued.  Lost cards replaced with $25.00 fee. Broken or damaged cards replaced free of charge.  Old card must be surrendered.

Parking stickers:  Maximum of 12 visits of free parking annually.  Stickers expire in one year.  Lost, stolen or damaged stickers cannot be replaced. 

Military Discount Cards and Parking Stickers may be obtained at Security Services – North Site, 475 Seaview Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10305 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 2:00pm – 3:30pm.  

2.  Richmond County Medical Center VIP Program for US Military.  Active, retired, or reservist veteran of the United States military are eligible for benefits through the program when visiting Richmond University Medical Center or primary
care sites across Staten Island. https://www.rumcsi.org.  Benefits are same day scheduling at RUMC Immediate Care/Primary Care/Walk in Center sites, Free parking at the main hospital (valet or token), Free patient room television and/or telephone service, when admitted, 24/7 VIP behavioral/mental health issues hotline, Complimentary private maternity room, based on availability, 20% discount at Lori’s Gifts, located in the main lobby, 10% discount at hospital cafeteria and Starbucks, Reduced rates for special events , VIP invitation to hospital events.

Provide proof of service to complete registration.  Valid proof of military service includes:
· Valid driver’s license with veteran designation
· DD214 or VA healthcare card
· A current veteran’s organization membership card (VFW, American Legion, etc.)

Complete form and send proof of service to Alutz@rumcsi.org or by mail to:  Alex Lutz, Attn: VIP Program, Richmond University Medical Center, 355 Bard Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10310.  Upon approval, your VIP Program card will be sent to you in the mail. Present it at the hospital or any of our primary care sites to enjoy the benefits.   Available to members of military who are active, retired, or reservist. Benefits are non-transferrable and VIP card must be provided to access the program’s benefits.  Questions? Please call 844.934. CARE.

3.  The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency announced five burial updates and seventeen new identifications for service members who have been missing and unaccounted-for. Returning home for burial with full military honors are:

Identifications:
World War II Army Capt. Willibald C. Bianchi
World War II Army Air Forces Staff Sgt. Stephen J. Fatur
Korean War Army Sgt. Roger L. R. Duquesne


Note:  To view details of each service member, click on their hyper link.   

4.  The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency is seeking the public’s help to find and encourage more MIA families to donate a DNA sample to help speed the identification process of recovered remains. Each military service and the State Department has a service casualty office that can explain how to donate.
	Army: 800-892-2490
	Navy: 800-443-9298
	State Department: 202-485-6106

	Marine Corps: 800-847-1597
	Air Force: 800-531-5501
	


	
5.  Scams and Frauds

Overpayment Scam:  Beware of anyone contacting you pretending to be VA  
Have you received a call, text or letter from someone pretending to be with the Department of Veterans Affairs alleging you have a substantial VA debt due to overpayment? It can be a scam! The scammer uses high pressure tactics to insist the debt must be repaid immediately via wire transfer, gift cards, cryptocurrency, or other non-traditional payment methods. VA will never demand Veterans repay their debts in full up front, as VA offers many flexible payment plans at no additional cost. Official VA Debt Management Center (DMC) communication will provide specific details about the debt, offer secure payment through www.pay.va.gov,and your appeal or waiver rights.  If you are suspicious of a communication alleging to be VA, you can verify authenticity with VA at 1-800-827-1000 or contact the DMC at 1-800-827-0648. Never share sensitive information, such as social security numbers, bank account details, or credit card information, when responding to unsolicited requests.



New Scams:  Bad actors continue to come up with new fraudulent schemes, from unpaid toll texts and fraudulent mailing messages to bereavement scams exploiting families after the loss of a loved one. 
 
· Bereavement scams: Scammers exploit the vulnerability of grieving family members while contacting them to gather personal information or extort money with claims of fake debts owed by the deceased, inflated funeral expenses, processing fees, or unpaid insurance premiums.
· Mail scams: Involve text messages alleging to be from shipping companies or the United States Postal Service attempting to make a delivery, demanding delivery fee payment, or with a gift offer.
Unpaid Toll Texts: Individuals receive a text notification indicating they have an excessive outstanding unpaid toll fee, and immediate payment is demanded to prevent driver privileges from being permanently revoked or arrest. The messages appear to be from companies such as EZPass, SunPass, PeachPass, and FastTrack, among others. The messages usually instruct the victim to click on a link to issue a payment for the outstanding fees.

Natural Disasters Fraud:  In the wake of natural disasters like tornadoes, flooding, earthquakes, fires, and hurricanes, it’s important for Veterans and their families to know VA is here to help. Scammers prey on vulnerability resulting from natural disasters and often exploit the chaos and desperation of homeowners in disaster-stricken areas. To alleviate financial stress, which can heighten vulnerability, we recommend that Veterans enroll in  direct deposit to receive their benefits. Likewise, scammers also seek to exploit generosity with charity scams to divert donations from genuine causes. For resources to help manage fraud or to file a report, call 833-38V-SAFE.
[bookmark: _Hlk159591475]
	Protect Your G.I. Bill Benefits From Scams:  Unfortunately, some non-accredited educational institutions and programs employ deceptive practices and make embellished promises regarding the value and earning potential of their degrees. It is crucial for Veterans and their families to be well-informed when using their G.I. Bill benefits and to make wise financial decisions related to their education  to avoid student loan scams. Protect your benefits by only choosing G.I. Bill approved schools. At VA, we are committed to empowering Veterans to make the best financial decisions related to their education. Therefore, VA encourages Veterans and their beneficiaries to familiarize themselves with education fraud warning signs.



If you miss a VA benefits payment, identify a discrepancy in payments, or find suspicious activity with your direct deposit account, contact VA immediately at 1-800-827-1000. If you suspect you have experienced fraud, you can find resources to file a report to the appropriate agency by visiting vsafe.gov or by calling 1-833-38V-SAFE

6.  Veterans’ yoga – 12 noon – 1pm every Wednesday

[bookmark: _Hlk194225973]




















Items of Interest

Staten Island Hero Michael Ollis: Push for Medal of Honor Gains Momentum
Republican South Shore Councilmember Frank Morano is the latest elected official to back an effort to get a fallen Staten Island hero a Medal of Honor.  Michael Ollis, a 24-year-old son of Staten Island, selflessly sacrificed his life shielding an injured Polish lieutenant, Karol Cierpica, from a suicide bomber in an Afghanistan warzone on Aug. 28, 2013.  Cierpica later named his son Michael in honor of the man who saved his life.  “Staff Sgt. Michael Ollis made the ultimate sacrifice, stepping into harm’s way to protect his fellow soldiers,” said Morano in a written statement. “His courage that day not only saved lives—it defined what it means to be an American hero.”  New York Democratic Sen. Chuck Schumer has been at the forefront of the political push for a handful of years now. In late July, Schumer wrote a letter to Chief of Staff of the Army General Randy A. George, beseeching the general to bestow the honor on Ollis.
“SSG Michael Ollis was among the best that our nation has to offer,” the July letter said. “He is the quintessence of what it means to be American, and his life is a testament to the values of the U.S. Army and the United States of America. As such, I urge you to consider upgrading SSG Ollis’s Distinguished Service Cross decoration and recommending him for the Medal of Honor.”  Schumer’s letter came after the Richmond County American Legion bolstered its ranks to put forward a resolution to boost Ollis’ Distinguished Service Cross to a Medal of Honor.
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