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April 2026 Newsletter
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS BLAZING STAR POST #1574
17 CANNON AVENUE
STATEN ISLAND, NY 10314
Website.  http://blazingstarvfwpost1574.org

April 2026

IN MEMORIAM
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Willim Francis Louis Alcock died March 23, after a lifetime of service – to his country, his community, his church, and 
his family. He was 84.  The oldest of seven, he grew up in Brooklyn and Queens, and earned a bachelor’s degree from the City College of New York.  After serving in the U.S. Navy during the Vietnam war, he returned to New York City and found employment with the Department of Social Services, where he met Dorothy Walters, whom he would marry in 1972. The two of them would go on to raise four children – Melissa, Liam, Naomi and Cecily – in Travis, where they lived for almost 50 years.  He worked for New York State as a court clerk, first in Brooklyn and then at the Supreme Court in St. George, for around 30 years, until his retirement in 2002. He was happy to count among his colleagues everyone from maintenance staff to court officers to judges.  He was an active member of the Gold Star Post of the American Legion, and at one time served as commander, as well as the Veterans of Foreign Wars, which both met at the Travis post headquarters.  He was a devout Catholic, and attended Mass as often as he could, sometimes daily when he was younger. He served as a lector and sacristan at St. Anthony of Padua R.C. Church, Travis, and was responsible for setting up for Mass, unlocking and preparing the church for special occasions, and sometimes he sang in the choir.  He was stubborn – and smart. He had a dry sense of humor and was quick with the wit. He loved reading and learning, science fiction, war movies, Irish language and history, amateur (ham) radio, crossword puzzles.
He was proud of his military service, his Irish heritage, and most of all, his children. In addition to his wife and four children, he is survived by two brothers, Phillip and Thomas Alcock, and three sisters, Christina Heslin, Laura Alcock and Margaret Branzetti; four grandsons, Benjamin, Ethan, Fernando and Aaron, as well as numerous nieces and nephews and other relatives. 

	BLAZING STAR POST 1574 CONTACT NUMBERS
Bruce Lieberman, Commander - 718-494-4759, nycpapa@gmail.com
Paul Dietrich, Quartermaster - 718-698-5269, paul@the-dietrichs.com
William Alcock, Adjutant - 718-698-1923



Calendar Events

MEETING INFORMATION

We ask members who are attending meetings to bring in a non-perishable food item for the Fort Wadsworth Food Bank for military junior enlisted members and their families.

Join Zoom Meeting:   https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81420797054?pwd=MDQ3L0ViWjJiQWJ3Y1U3ajExUUxKdz09

Meeting ID: 814 2079 7054	Passcode: 809161
One tap mobile
+16465588656,,81420797054#,,,,*809161# US (New York)
+13017158592,,81420797054#,,,,*809161# US (Washington DC)

Dial by your location
        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
Meeting ID: 814 2079 7054	Passcode: 809161
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kBvD2xfrv
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	Date
	Event 
	Location 
	Time
	Remarks

	4 April
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	8 May
	Poppy Distribution
	Shop Rite – Richmond Ave
	0900-1500
	Friday

	8 May
	Poppy Distribution
	Stop & Shop – Amboy Rd
	0900-1500
	Friday

	11 May
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Monday - CHANGE

	11 May
	Day of Service (After Meeting)
	Fairview Cemetery
	1100
	Monday - CHANGE

	16 May
	Poppy Distribution
	Shop Rite – Hylan Blvd
	0900-1500
	Saturday

	16 May
	Poppy Distribution
	Shop Rite – Veterans Rd
	0900-1500
	Saturday

	17 May
	Poppy Distribution
	Shop Rite – Hylan Blvd
	0900-1500
	Sunday

	17 May
	Poppy Distribuiton
	Shop Rite – Veterans Rd
	0900-1500
	Sunday

	18 May
	Memorial Day Breakfast
	Capodanno Academy
	TBA
	Monday

	26 May
	Poppy Distribution
	Bayway Refinery
	1100-1300
	Friday

	6 June
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	1 July
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Wednesday

	1 August
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	2 September
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Wednesday

	3 October
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	7 November
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday

	5 December
	Blazing Star Post Meeting
	Gold Star Post
	1000
	Saturday



Schedule of Observances for 2026
	Date
	Observance 

	1-9 April
	Passover

	5 April
	Easter 

	19 April
	Patriot’s Day (First battle of American Revolution



IF ANY OF YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION (ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER, EMAIL ADDRESS) CHANGES, NOTIFY US ASAP IN ORDER TO MAINTAIN COMMUNICATIONS FOR MEETINGS AND IMPORTANCE ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Life Membership.
Age on 31 Dec             Payment in Full             Installment Plan Option                             
                                            Total:                   Initial Fee:        11 payments of: 
Through Age 30                 $425.00                $45.00                $38.64   
31-40                                  $410.00                $45.00                $37.27   
41-50                                  $375.00                $45.00                $34.09   
51-60                                  $335.00                $45.00                $30.45   
61-70                                  $290.00                $45.00                $26.36   
71-80                                  $225.00                $45.00                $20.45   
81 and over                        $170.00                $45.00                $15.45

Service Officer

1.  Veterans are encouraged to enroll in the VA health care so they are on record should they ever need it.  No cost to apply.  Apply on line at www.va.gov/healtheligibility/vfw or call 1-877-222-8387.

2.  DD Form 214 website. http://vetrecs.archives.gov.  For assistance, contact post service officer, Mike Marra.   

3.  Online Health Care Application.  www.vets.gov.  or call 877-222-VETS (8387). 

4.  VBA Representative Staten Island Vet Center Wednesdays by appointment only (718) 816-4499. All services are free.  Staten Island Vet Center, US Dept of Veterans Affairs; Readjustment Counseling Services, 60 Bay Street, SI, NY 10301 Tel: (718) 816-4499 x 7747 Cell: (929) 359-2449  Fax: (718) 816-6899

5.  The Veterans Crisis Line: Dial 988 then Press 1.  For more information, visit the VA Suicide Prevention SharePoint. 
After July 16, Veterans and their loved ones will still be able to call 1-800-273-8255 and Press 1, chat at VeteransCrisisLine.net/Chat, and text 838255 to reach responders.

6.  NYS veterans’ benefits advisor (VBA) for Staten Island:  Rapcelies Almonte, email address Rapcelies.Almonte@veterans.ny.gov. She will be available M-F from 8-4.

7.  Timothy H. Graham, Executive Director/Chief Executive Officer, Tel: (212)-686-7800 Ext. 7100
Email: Timothy.Graham@va.gov, N.Y. Harbor VA Healthcare system, 423 E. 23rd Street, New York, NY 10010

8.  Veteran Liaison at Brough Hall - Billy Beale, Phone 1-718-816-2062 email = bbeale@statenislandusa.com
 
9.   For anyone having difficulties with the VA the White House has a hotline manned 24/7, 855-948-2311.
 
10.  VA award letters can be obtained from the NY VA regional office at 245 west Houston Street, New York, NY 10014 or phone 800-827-1000.  
 
11. S.I. Veterans Discount Cards S.I. B/P Vito Fossella and President S.I.E.D.C Michael Cusick’s office contact Mr. Aanonson at 718-477-1400 or Olivia 347-937-4432.

12.  Northwell Health military liaison office Mr. Kelly Cell 516-306-6612 and Mr. Kaplan. 516-821-5140.

13.  Looking for a job? Need quality employees? USE VETJOBS!  www.vetjobs.com


Bottom of Form
General

1.  SI University Hospital Military Appreciation Program.  Parking Sticker Program and Military Discount Card.  
Discount Card:  Discounts:  20% in Cafeteria, 10% in Gift Shop (excludes Lotto and Newspapers), $1.00 off per day TV/Telephone Service.  Card to be used only by person whose picture is on card.  Card will be confiscated and not replaced if misused.  Present card each time benefit is issued.  Lost cards replaced with $25.00 fee. Broken or damaged cards replaced free of charge.  Old card must be surrendered.

Parking stickers:  Maximum of 12 visits of free parking annually.  Stickers expire in one year.  Lost, stolen or damaged stickers cannot be replaced. 

Military Discount Cards and Parking Stickers may be obtained at Security Services – North Site, 475 Seaview Avenue
Staten Island, NY 10305 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday 2:00pm – 3:30pm.  

2.  Richmond County Medical Center VIP Program for US Military.  Active, retired, or reservist veteran of the United States military are eligible for benefits through the program when visiting Richmond University Medical Center or primary
care sites across Staten Island. https://www.rumcsi.org.  Benefits are same day scheduling at RUMC Immediate Care/Primary Care/Walk in Center sites, Free parking at the main hospital (valet or token), Free patient room television and/or telephone service, when admitted, 24/7 VIP behavioral/mental health issues hotline, Complimentary private maternity room, based on availability, 20% discount at Lori’s Gifts, located in the main lobby, 10% discount at hospital cafeteria and Starbucks, Reduced rates for special events , VIP invitation to hospital events.

Provide proof of service to complete registration.  Valid proof of military service includes:
· Valid driver’s license with veteran designation
· DD214 or VA healthcare card
· A current veteran’s organization membership card (VFW, American Legion, etc.)

Complete form and send proof of service to Alutz@rumcsi.org or by mail to:  Alex Lutz, Attn: VIP Program, Richmond University Medical Center, 355 Bard Avenue, Staten Island, NY 10310.  Upon approval, your VIP Program card will be sent to you in the mail. Present it at the hospital or any of our primary care sites to enjoy the benefits.   Available to members of military who are active, retired, or reservist. Benefits are non-transferrable and VIP card must be provided to access the program’s benefits.  Questions? Please call 844.934. CARE.

3.  The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency announced five burial updates and seventeen new identifications for service members who have been missing and unaccounted-for. Returning home for burial with full military honors are:

Identifications:
-- World War II Army Air Forces Staff Sgt. Rae G. DeMatteis
-- World War II Army Air Forces Technician 4th Grade William P. Butler
-- World War II Army Pvt. Elmer F. Blonien
-- World War II Army Pvt. Marvin N. Everts
-- World War II Army Staff Sgt. Carl F. Abbott
-- World War II Army Air Forces 2nd Lt. Andrew J. Litz
-- World War II Army Pfc. Richard A. Meech
-- World War II Army Air Forces 1st Lt. Edward T. Mossman, Jr.
-- World War II Army Air Forces 2nd Lt. James A. Reinhart, Jr.
-- World War II Army Air Forces Tech. Sgt. Charles C. Palmer, Jr.
-- Korean War Army Sgt. Henry L. Huber

Note:  To view details of each service member, click on their hyper link.   

4.  The Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency is seeking the public’s help to find and encourage more MIA families to donate a DNA sample to help speed the identification process of recovered remains. Each military service and the State Department has a service casualty office that can explain how to donate.
	Army: 800-892-2490
	Navy: 800-443-9298
	State Department: 202-485-6106

	Marine Corps: 800-847-1597
	Air Force: 800-531-5501
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5.  Veterans’ yoga – 12 noon – 1pm every Wednesday

8.  Link for Con Edison discount application form.  https://vva421.org/documents/Con Ed discount form.pdf

9.  Link to Veteran & military year-round discounts - VA News  https://news.va.gov/85765/veteran-discounts-available-year-round/?utm_source=middle&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=VetResources&utm_id=31DEC2025

10.  Big Apple Honor Flight Saturday May 9th.  To register go to bigapplehonor flight.com.

11.  Celebrate America’s 250th anniversary at the Travis 4th of July Parade.  If you can’t march you can use your vehicle to join the march, but you must register so the committee can slot you in.  Refreshments after the parade at our Post.

12.  Patriots Pen and Voice of Democracy Contests are available for children or grandchildren regardless of where they reside.  Click  on the links below for fillable pdf entry forms.




13,  Women in The Military Link
https://reflect-sicommunitymedia.cablecast.tv/internetchannel/show/4778?site=1
Items of Interest

Following a conversation NYS Senator Joe Addabbo, he clarified that the March 15th deadline to file for property tax exemptions does not include the recently signed 100% property tax bill - it includes the other exemptions available to veterans. Since the most recent chapter amendment (signed by Governor Hochul on February 13th) does not go into effect until October 26th, the form for this is not available, allowing local municipalities to start preparing for the influx of applications.  Furthermore, the newly adopted chapter amendment has stricken the municipality option - basically, it does not matter if, say, New York City or Buffalo does not want to allow the exemption for veterans who fit the criteria. The municipalities must abide by the statute.  As of now, and part of the conversation with Senator Addabbo, the language issue is still confusing and present, along with one of the clauses. The legislature has also made it clear to the executive chamber that the bill needs fixing.  Unfortunately, there has been quite a bit of misinformation shared on this and it's important we catch this before it spreads further. It is also important that the proper information is shared within your respective networks. This includes postings and comments on social media - this one is important since misinformation has been spreading like wildfire on social media networks.  If anyone has any questions or concerns please feel free to reach out to Chairwoman Ann Hogancamp or myself for updates from the DNY VFW Legislative Committee.
Ryan S. Graham, MBA
All-American Post Commander - Flanders Field VFW Post 150
Chairman, Legislative Committee - VFW District 1 (Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island)
Vice Chairman, Legislative Committee - VFW Department of New York
Member, National Legislative Committee - VFW National





2

image2.emf
Patriots Pen Entry  Form Fillable.pdf


Patriots Pen Entry Form Fillable.pdf
PATRIOT’S PEN.

\WFW

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

2025-2026 Theme
“How Are You Showing Patriotism And Support For Our Country?”

Student Entry Deadline: October 31, 2025
Patriotic Written Essay Competition Grand Prize: $5,000 Award

What is the Patriot's Pen Program?

Conducted nationwide, this VFW-sponsored youth essay competition gives
students an opportunity to write essays expressing their views on an annual

patriotic theme. We invite you to join the more than 60,000 students who
participated last year in this contest.

Why Should | Enter?

Prizes and scholarships can be awarded at the Post, District, State and
national level. Department (State) winners receive a portion of $55,000 in
national awards. National Winners will receive at least $500. The first-
place national award is currently $5,000.

The Internal Revenue Service requires a recipient awarded more than
$599 be given Form 1099 identifying the proceeds as taxable income. This

may require the winner to provide their social security number.

How Does the Contest Work?
All entries begin at the VEW Post level. The only exception is where

schools/classes/youth groups have large numbers of students and wish to

conduct their own competition, submitting one winner for each 15
students to the VFW Post. Individual students may submit their entry
directly to the Post.

The contest consists of four levels. The first level (entry) is sponsored by

VFW Posts. Post winners advance, one for every 15 entries, to the VFW
District (regional) level where one first-place winner is advanced to the
VFW Department (state) level. The first-place winner at the Department
level is then advanced into the VFW national competition.

Who Can Enter?

Patriot’s Pen is open to 6th, 7th and 8th-grade students enrolled by the Oct.
31 deadline in public, private or parochial schools in the U.S., its territories
or its possessions; or dependents of U.S. military or civilian personnel in
overseas schools. Home-schooled students also are eligible. Although U.S.
citizenship is not required, students must be lawful U.S. permanent
residents or have applied for permanent residence (the application which
has not been denied) and intend to become a U.S. citizen at the earliest
opportunity allowed by law. (Foreign exchange students are ineligible.)

How Do | Get Started?

* Ask a teacher or youth group/club adult leader to supervise the
Patriot’s Pen writing contest.

» Contact a participating VFW Post and indicate your interest in
participating.

» Establish a contact person who is a member of that VEW Post or its VFW
Auxiliary.

» Make sure that your essay is submitted to the VFW Post before the
contest deadline of Oct. 31. You can submit your essay and entry form
electronically by email upon the Post’s approval. Entries sent to the VFW
National Headquarters directly will be returned.

How Am | Judged?

Knowledge of the theme is worth 30 points:
You must show a thorough knowledge of the theme in your work.

Demonstrate you have researched the issue extensively.

Theme development is worth 35 points:
Answer all relevant facts about the theme such as the who, what, where,

when and why. Relate the theme to your own experiences.

Clarity of ideas is worth 35 points:
Write your essay in an easy-to-understand format. Leave your reader
with a clear understanding of your explanation of the theme.

What Is the Theme?

VFW’s Commander-in-Chief annually chooses the year’s theme.
The 2025-2026 theme is:

How Are You Showing Patriotism And Support For
Our Country?”

Deadline Information.

To qualify, all entries must be submitted to a sponsoring VFW Post by
midnight Oct. 31.

Note:

If you need help finding a participating VFW Post, follow these
instructions:

First, visit vfw.org/FindaPost to “Find a VFW Post.”

If you don’t have success in finding a Post, or if you have trouble
contacting them, you can contact your VFW Department (state)
headquarters office to see if they can offer any information or
assistance. You can visit vfw.org/contactus to look for “Find a State
Contact” to get your VFW state office’s phone number and email.

For assistance contact
the VFW National Headquarters
at 816.968.2787
Email: youthscholarships@vfw.org





2025-2026 Official Entry Form

Patriot’s Pen Competition
Must Be Completed by All Contestants

Name: First, M.1., Last

Address

City, State, Zip
( )

Phone Email

Date of Birth (mm/dd/yy) Grade in School Essay Word Count

School Name, City, State

Teacher’s name and Email (if applicable)

To Be Completed by Student’s Parent/Guardian

(Required even if student is 18 or over)

Parent/Guardian Name (Printed)

Parent/Guardian Signature Date

(—)

Parent/Guardian’s Daytime Phone

Parent/Guardian’s Email

What Are the Rules?

* You must write your own essay.

* All essays should be typed in English with no color or graphics. 300 - 400 words in length
(+ or - 5 word max). Every word is counted regardless of length. The essay title (theme) or
added footnotes do not contribute to the word count.

* To ensure fairness and impartiality in judging, essays must be anonymous. Please do not
include your name, address, school name, or any other personal identifiers in the body of
your essay. Additionally, avoid references to your race, sex, religion, national origin, or
other specific personal characteristics that could reveal your identity. General references to
nationality or patriotic identity (such as being an American or referencing American values)
are permitted if they are relevant to the essay theme. However, personal identifiers tied to
your individual background or experience should be avoided.

* Do not put your name on the essay. The entry form is your essays cover sheet. Secure the
Official Student Entry Form with a staple or other fastener on top of your essay. Contestants
are allowed to enter only once each year if otherwise eligible (one Post competition).

* The essay must be contestant’s original work and a product of the contestant’s own
thinking. Inappropriate use of ChatGPT or other Al tools is not allowed. The approach to the
Patriot’s Pen theme should be positive and clearly focused. Poetry is not acceptable.
Quotations may be used sparingly if plainly identified wherever used. A contestant’s
teacher, counselor or parent may check the essay for punctuation, grammar and/or spelling,
but the content must remain the contestant’s. Contestants will be judged on the basis of their
essay alone and are not required to present the essay orally. All essays become the property
of the Veteran’s of Foreign Wars. The VFW retains non-exclusive rights to the use of your
essay and likeness in the promotion and execution of the organization’s programs and
activities.

* At any time during the contest additional participant personal
information (i.e. SSN, photo, etc.) could be requested by the VEW.

I Have Read and Understand the Contest Rules

Signature of Student Participant Date

To Be Completed by the VFW Post
| certify that this student has an authorized entry in our VFW Post level
Patriot’s Pen Competition.

Post Commander/Chairperson Signature Post#

VFW Auxiliary President/Chairperson Signature (If applicable)

Post Address

City, State, Zip

VFW Post Email

No. of participants No. of winners

Amt. of Post/Aux. scholarships awards $

Amt. of Post/Aux. additional expenses (Banquet, Pins, etc.) $

To Be Completed by the VFW District

| certify that the student named in the previous section is the duly selected
winner of the Patriot’s Pen Contest District Competition and is our sole entry
into the Department.

District Chairperson Signature Dist. #

Address

City, State, Zip
( )

Phone

Email

To Be Completed by the VFW Department Chairperson

| certify that the student named in the previous section is the duly selected
first-place winner of the Patriot's Pen Department Competition and is our sole
entry into the National Judging.

Department Chairperson Signature

()

Daytime Phone Email

The winner ® has been ©Q will be (check one) notified that they are the
first-place Department winner on

Local VFW Post Information:

Contact:

Phone: Best Time To Call:

Alternate Contact:

Phone: Best Time To Call:
\\VFw Twisted X Brands
e
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS. A Proud Sponsor

Revised 04/2025
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Voice of Democracy Entry Form Fillable.pdf
VOICE OF DEMOCRACY R\ Lmh-ird

VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS.

2025-2026 Theme
“How Are You Showing Patriotism And Support For Our Country?”

Student Entry Deadline: October 31, 2025
Patriotic Audio Essay Competition Grand Prize: $35,000 Award

What is the Voice of Democracy Program?

Since 1947, the Voice of Democracy has been the Veterans of Foreign
Wars’ (VFW’s) premier scholarship program. Each year, nearly 26000
high school students compete for more than $2 million in scholarships and
incentives. Students compete by writing and recording an audio essay on
an annual patriotic theme. This year’s theme is, “How Are You Showing
Patriotism And Support For Our Country?”

Why Should | Enter?

Prizes and scholarships can be awarded at the Post, District, state and
national level. National winners will be notified of their scholarship &
placement.

The Rules

Who can enter?

The Voice of Democracy is open to students in grades 9-12 by the Oct.
31 deadline who are enrolled in a public, private or parochial high
school or home study program in the United States, its territories and
possessions; or dependents of U.S. military or civilian personnel in
overseas schools. Although U.S. citizenship is not required, students
must be lawful U.S. permanent residents or have applied for permanent
residence (the application for which has not been denied) and intend to
become a U.S. citizen at the earliest opportunity allowed by law. Foreign
exchange students, students age 20 or over, GED or Adult Education
Students are ineligible.

What do I need to enter?

Record your original 3-5 minute (+ or — 5 second max.) audio essay on a
flash drive, or other electronic device. You will submit the recording,
typed essay and this completed entry form. Provide these items to your
school/group competition or VFW Post for judging. In addition you can
submit your emailed entry form, essay, and audio file to the VFW Post
upon approval. You must be the sole author of your essay. Inappropriate
use of ChatGPT or other Al tools is not allowed. The recording must be
in your own voice and in English. Hearing/speech impaired students
should email the Voice of Democracy National Office at
youthscholarships@vfw.org for special instructions. No music, singing,
poetry or sound effects are allowed. To ensure fairness and impartiality
in judging, essays must be anonymous. Please do not include your
name, address, school name, or any other personal identifiers in the
body of your essay. Additionally, avoid references to your race, sex,
religion, national origin, or other specific personal characteristics that
could reveal your identity. General references to nationality or patriotic
identity (such as being an American or referencing American values)
are permitted if they are relevant to the essay theme. However, personal
identifiers tied to your individual background or experience should be
avoided.

You may enter only one competition at one Post (if otherwise
eligible) per year. At any time during the contest, additional
participant personal information could be requested by the VFW,
including but not limited to a photograph, SSN, or biographical

information.

Where Do | Submit My Entry?

All entries begin at the VFW Post level. The only exception is where
schools/classes/youth groups have large numbers of students and wish to
conduct their own competition, submitting one winner for each 15
students to the VFW Post. Individual students may submit their entry
directly to the Post. Entries sent to VFW National will be returned. One
winner for every 15 entries from each Post advances to District and one
District winner advances to the state (Department) competition. If you
need help finding a participating VFW Post, follow these instructions:
First, visit this website vfw.org/FindaPost to “Find A VFW Post.” If
you do not have success in finding a Post, or if you have trouble getting
in touch with them, you can contact your VFW Department (state) office
to see if they can offer any information or assistance. You can visit this
link https://www.vfw.org/ContactUs/ and look for “Find a State
Contact” to get your VFW state office’s phone number and email. If you
still need assistance, please email us at VFW National Headquarters at

youthscholarships@vfw.org

What Is the Deadline for My Entry?

All entries competing at the Post level must be in the hands of that VFW
Post by midnight, Oct. 31, 2025. It is the responsibility of the student to
meet this deadline by submitting their entry to the proper location by

ensuring it is a participating Post.

What Are the Judging Criteria?
Originality is worth 35 points:

Treatment of the theme should show imagination and human
nterest.

Content is worth 30 points:

Clearly express your ideas in an organized manner. Fully develop your
theme and use transitions to move smoothly from one idea to another.

Delivery is worth 35 points:

Speak in a clear and credible manner.





2025-2026 Official Entry Form

Voice of Democracy Competition
Must Be Completed by All Contestants

Name: First, M.1., Last

Address

City, State, Zip
«C )

Phone Email

Date of Birth (mm/dd/yy) Grade in School Age Jacket Size

School Name, City, State

Teacher’s name and Email (if applicable)

To Be Completed by Student’s Parent/Guardian

(Required even if student is 18 or over)

Parent/Guardian Name (Printed)

To Be Completed by the VFW Post

| certify that this student has an authorized entry in our VFW Post
Level Voice of Democracy Competition.

Post Commander/Chairperson Signature Post #

VFW Auxiliary President/Chairperson Signature (if applicable)

Post Address

City, State, Zip

VFW Post Email

No. of students participating

No. of winners advanced to District

Amt. of Post/Aux. scholarship awards $

Amt. of Post/Aux. additional expenses (banquet, pins, etc.) $

To Be Completed by the VFW District

| certify that the student named in the previous section is the duly
selected winner of the Voice of Democracy Contest District
Competition and is our sole entry into the Departments.

Parent/Guardian Signature Date

¢ )

District Chairperson Signature Dist. #

Parent/Guardian Daytime Phone

Address

Parent/Guardian Email

Participant Agreement for Students
Advancing to National Level

If selected as a first-place state winner, I have the consent of my parent/guardian
and school to attend the Founding Forward Spirit of America Leadership trip to
Valley Forge, Pennsylvania as a guest of the VFW National Organization. In
consideration for permission to participate in the National Voice of Democracy
Competition (“Competition”) I do hereby, for myself, for my heirs, executors,
administrators and assignees, waive, release and discharge all rights and claims
which I have or which may hereafter accrue against the Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States (VFW) and/or the Departments (state organizations)
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and their respective officers, agents, successors
and assigns from any damages which may be sustained by me in connection with
my participation in or association with the Competition and/or arising out of any
travel related to the Competition. In the event of sickness, accident or injury in
connection with the Competition, I consent to and accept the services of a duly
licensed medical, surgical or dental specialist selected on my behalf and for such
treatments, as they may deem necessary. I understand that VFW will not be
liable for such treatment. I further understand that the Veterans of Foreign Wars
of the United States retains non-exclusive rights to use my audio file, essay,
name and likeness in the promotion and execution of the organization’s

programs and activities.

| Have Read and Understand the Rules and
Participant Agreement

I certify that I am the sole author of the enclosed audio/essay entry and that I have
not inappropriately used any Al tools or Chat GPT. I have only entered the
competition once yearly if otherwise eligible. I understand that if it is found that I
have entered any other Post’s competition or used this essay for another VFW
competition, I face elimination from the competition and will return any and all
prizes or incentives awarded.

Signature of Student Participant Date

City, State, Zip
)

Phone

Email

To Be Completed by the VFW Department Chairperson

| certify that the student named in the previous section is the duly
selected first-place winner of the Voice of Democracy Department
Competition and is our sole entry into the National Judging.

Department Chairperson Signature

(G

Daytime Phone Email

The winner Qhas been Owill be (check one) notified that they are
the first-place Department winner on .

For assistance contact:
816.968.2787
Email: youthscholarships@vfw.org

Local VFW Post Information:

Contact:

Phone: Best Time To Call:

Alternate Contact:

Phone: Best Time To Call:
\\VFw Twisted X Brands
e i —
VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS. A Proud Sponsor
Revised 04/2025
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		Address: 
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		City State Zip_2: 

		VFW Post Email: 

		Date of Birth mmddyy: 

		Grade in School: 

		Age: 

		Jacket Size: 

		No of students participating: 

		No of winners advanced to District: 

		School Name City State: 

		Amt of PostAux scholarship awards: 

		Teachers name and Email if applicable: 
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		Date: 
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		Best Time To Call: 
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		Date_2: 
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		Student Phone Number: 

		Student Email: 

		A/C: 

		Parent Area Code: 
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		District #: 

		Chairperson Address: 
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		Contact Phone: 
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